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History
1.	 The Mauryan Empire’s administrative structure has a 

significant and lasting impact on Indian governance. 
Comment.� (150 words)

Approach:

z	Introduce the answer with mentioning the time 
period of Mauryan Empire

z	Mention significance of the mauryan empire’s 
administrative structure

z	Conclude positively.

Introduction:

The Mauryan Empire, which ruled over a vast territory 
in the Indian subcontinent from 322 BCE to 185 BCE, had a 
highly organized and efficient administrative structure that 
left a lasting impact on Indian governance.

Body:

Significance of the Mauryan Empire’s Administrative 
Structure:

z	Central Administration of the Maurya Empire: The 
Mauryan Empire had a highly centralized administration 
with the king as the supreme leader, assisted by a 
council of ministers called ‘Mantriparishad’. 
(Resembles Prime Minister and Cabinet)

z	Provincial Administration: The empire was divided 
into provinces like Uttarapatha, Dakshinapatha etc., 
each with a capital city. (Like states/UTs)
�	Provinces were further split into districts (Ahara, 

Janapada) administered by Rajukas with Yuktas. 
(Like districts)

�	Districts comprised villages overseen by village 
heads and city superintendents for law & order. 
(Like panchayats, municipal bodies)

z	Military Administration: The Mauryas maintained a 
vast, well-equipped professional army with infantry, 
cavalry, elephants, chariots and navy divisions. (Like 
Indian Armed Forces)
�	Senapati was the overall commander-in-chief of 

the military. (Like Chief of Defence Staff)
z	Economic Administration: The Samharta was the chief 

revenue collector and Sannidhata the treasurer.

�	Taxes were levied on various sources like land, 
customs, irrigation, mines etc. (Like current tax 
system)

z	Espionage System: They are credited with establishing 
an elaborate espionage system to maintain law and 
order and gather intelligence.
�	Special officers, known as “Gudhapurushas” or 

secret agents, were employed to monitor the 
activities of officials and the general public.

�	The R&AW Wing traces its origin to this.
Conclusion:

The Mauryan Empire’s administrative structure left 
an indelible mark on Indian governance and administration, 
serving as a blueprint for subsequent empires and kingdoms. 
Its legacy continues to resonate in modern India, shaping the 
country’s governance philosophy and practices.

2.	 Was the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 merely a military 
rebellion, or did it reflect deeper social and political 
anxieties in colonial India?� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by signifying Sepoy Mutiny of 

1857 and reflecting the military grievances
z	Highlight major driving factors to the rebellion
z	Conclude positively.

Introduction:

The Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, also known as the Indian 
Rebellion or the First War of Indian Independence reflected 
deeper social, political, and economic anxieties prevalent in 
colonial India during that period.

z	Undoubtedly, military grievances like lower pay and 
limited promotion opportunities for Indian sepoys 
compared to their British counterparts, acted as the 
immediate spark. However, the rebellion was more 
than just a military uprising.

Body:

Major Driving Factors:

z	Socio-cultural Factors:
�	British Interference in Customs: The introduction 

of reforms such as the abolition of Sati (widow 
immolation) and the policy of prohibiting child 
marriage were perceived as an attack on 
traditional societal customs and values.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-1
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�	Fear of Cultural Subjugation: The Indian sepoys 
(soldiers) and civilians alike harbored concerns 
about the imposition of Christian values and the 
potential threat to their religious identities.

�	Use of Cow and Pig Fat in Cartridges: The fact 
that the new cartridges used by the British were 
greased with cow and pig fat, deeply offended 
the religious sentiments of both Hindu and 
Muslim sepoys, leading to widespread 
resentment.

z	Political Factors:

�	Erosion of Power and Privileges of the Indian 
Nobility: The British policies of annexation, such 
as the Doctrine of Lapse ()and the Subsidiary 
Alliance system, led to the loss of power and 
privileges for Indian rulers and the nobility, fueling 
their discontent. (e.g, e. Annexation was enforced 
in the Satara (1848), Baghat (1850), Jhansi (1853).

�	Expansionist Policies of the East India Company: 
The Company’s aggressive territorial acquisitions 
and interference in the affairs of Indian states 
were perceived as a threat to the sovereignty and 
autonomy of Indian rulers.

z	Economic Factors:

�	Economic Exploitation: The East India Company’s 
policies of economic exploitation, such as the 
drain of resources and wealth from India to 
Britain, led to widespread economic discontent 
among the Indian population.

�	Impoverishment of Artisans and Weavers: The 
influx of British manufactured goods and the 
decline of traditional Indian industries, such as 
textiles, adversely affected the livelihood of 
artisans and weavers, fueling their resentment 
against the British.

�	Land revenue policies: The British land revenue 
policies, such as the Permanent Settlement in 
Bengal and the Mahalwari system in the North-
Western Provinces, disrupted the traditional land 
tenure systems and adversely impacted the 
economic well-being of the Indian peasantry.

Conclusion:

While the rebellion was ultimately quelled, it marked a 
turning point in British policy, leading to the end of the East 

India Company’s rule and the establishment of the British Raj. 
The legacy of the Sepoy Mutiny lies in its role as a catalyst for 
the Indian independence movement.

3.	 Numerous voices contributed to the strengthening and 
enrichment of the nationalist movement during the 
Gandhian phase. Elaborate.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the features of the nationalist movement 

during the Gandhian phase.
z	Highlight the various voices that strengthened the 

Gandhian phase of the nationalist movement.
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Gandhi during the national freedom movement 

mobilized millions across the country through campaigns 
like the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience 
Movement, and the Quit India Movement. During the 
Gandhian phase of the Indian nationalist movement, 
numerous voices contributed to its strengthening and 
enrichment, bringing diverse perspectives and energies to 
the cause of India’s independence.
Body :
Here are some key contributors:
z	Jawaharlal Nehru:

�	Nehru’s vision of a modern, secular, and 
industrialized India complemented Gandhi’s more 
traditional and rural-focused approach.

�	As a prominent leader of the Indian National 
Congress, he played a crucial role in 
internationalizing the Indian struggle for freedom.

�	Nehru’s speeches and writings inspired many, 
particularly the youth, to join the movement.

z	Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel:
�	Known as the “Iron Man of India,” Patel was 

instrumental in organizing peasants in Gujarat 
and leading the Bardoli Satyagraha.

�	He played a key role in the administrative and 
organizational aspects of the Congress party and 
the movement.

z	Subhas Chandra Bose:
�	Bose’s approach was more radical compared to 

Gandhi’s non-violent methods. He advocated for 
complete and immediate independence and was 
willing to use military force if necessary.
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�	His formation of the Indian National Army (INA) 
and his attempts to garner international support 
from Axis powers added a significant dimension 
to the struggle.

z	Women Leaders:
�	Women like Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, and 

Kamala Nehru emerged as significant figures, 
leading protests, and mobilizing female 
participation.

�	The inclusion of women brought a broader social 
base and highlighted the movement’s inclusive 
nature.

z	Revolutionary Movements:
�	Parallel to the Gandhian movement, revolutionary 

groups like those led by Bhagat Singh, 
Chandrashekhar Azad, and the Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association (HSRA) pursued more 
militant strategies.

�	Their actions and sacrifices kept the spirit of 
resistance alive and inspired many young Indians.

z	Regional Leaders:
�	Leaders like C. Rajagopalachari in the South, 

Abdul Ghaffar Khan (the Frontier Gandhi) in the 
North-West, and many others brought regional 
diversity and strength to the movement.

�	They helped in mobilizing local populations and 
addressing regional issues within the broader 
framework of the national struggle.

z	Social Reformers and Thinkers:
�	Figures like B.R. Ambedkar, though critical of 

certain aspects of Gandhi’s methods, contributed 
significantly to the discourse on social justice and 
the rights of marginalized communities.

�	Their work ensured that the nationalist movement 
also addressed issues of social inequality and 
justice.

Conclusion:

These diverse voices and approaches collectively 
enriched the Indian nationalist movement, ensuring that it 
was not just a political struggle for independence but also a 
social revolution aiming for a just and equitable society. The 
interplay of various ideologies, strategies, and leadership 
styles ultimately contributed to the comprehensive and 
dynamic nature of the movement during the Gandhian phase.

Geography
4.	 Identify the major causes and consequences of land 

degradation and desertification in different regions of 
India. Also, suggest strategies for sustainable land 
management practices.� (250 words)

Approach:

z	Introduce by defining land degradation

z	Highlight the major causes of land degradation and 
desertification

z	Delve into the consequences of land degradation 
and desertification

z	Suggest strategies for sustainable land management

z	Conclude by mentioning India’s Land Degradation 
Neutrality Target

Introduction:

Land degradation refers to the deterioration or loss 
of the productive capacity of land resources, including soil, 
vegetation, and water resources.

z	It is a complex process that involves the degradation of 
physical, chemical, and biological properties of land, 
leading to a decline in its ability to support various 
ecosystem services and human activities.

Major Causes of Land Degradation and Desertification (by 
Region):

z	Arid and Semi-Arid Regions (Rajasthan, Gujarat, Parts 
of Maharashtra):

�	Overgrazing: Excessive grazing by livestock 
removes vegetation cover, exposing soil to wind 
and water erosion (e.g Thar Desert in Rajasthan 
experiencing desertification due to overgrazing by 
goats).

�	Deforestation: Unsustainable tree felling for 
fuelwood and timber reduces soil moisture 
retention and increases wind erosion (e.g., 
deforestation in the Aravalli Hills leading to 
declining soil fertility and dust storms in 
surrounding areas).

�	Climate Change: Erratic rainfall patterns, rising 
temperatures, and increased frequency of 
droughts exacerbate desertification (e.g., erratic 
monsoon rains in Maharashtra impacting crop 
yields and soil moisture).
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z	Deccan Plateau (Parts of Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Telangana):
�	Salinization: Excessive use of canal irrigation 

without proper drainage salinizes the soil, 
rendering it unfit for cultivation (e.g., salinization 
problems in parts of Andhra Pradesh).

�	Mining Activities: Open-cast mining disturbs the 
natural soil profile and pollutes land with heavy 
metals (e.g., Jharia coalfields of Jharkhand have 
led to land subsidence).

z	The Himalayan Region:
�	Unsustainable Tourism Practices: Uncontrolled 

tourist footfall and infrastructure development 
cause soil compaction and degradation (e.g., 
Joshimath Land Subsidence).

�	Climate Change: Glacial retreat due to rising 
temperatures disrupts the hydrological cycle, 
impacting downstream water availability (e.g. 
the melting of Himalayan glaciers could turn the 
Ganga into a seasonal river, jeopardizing 
agriculture in the Gangetic plain).

Consequences of Land Degradation and Desertification:
z	Reduced Agricultural Productivity: Loss of soil fertility 

and moisture retention leads to lower crop yields, 
impacting food security.

z	Water Scarcity: Degradation reduces groundwater 
recharge, leading to water scarcity for drinking and 
irrigation purposes (e.g., recent water crisis in 
Bengaluru).

z	Loss of Biodiversity: Degradation disrupts ecosystems, 
leading to habitat loss and species extinction (e.g.,pink-
headed duck and sumatran rhino have become extinct 
due to desertification in India).

z	Increased Migration: Land degradation can force 
people to migrate to urban areas in search of a better 
livelihood (e.g., migration from villages in Odisha due 
to soil erosion and water scarcity).

Strategies for Sustainable Land Management:
z	Permaculture and Regenerative Agriculture: 

Encouraging the adoption of permaculture principles, 
which involve designing sustainable and self-sufficient 
agricultural systems that mimic natural ecosystems.
�	Promoting regenerative agriculture practices, 

such as no-till farming, cover cropping, and crop 
rotation, to improve soil health and fertility while 
reducing erosion and nutrient depletion.

z	Landscape Restoration through Ecological Corridors 
and Rewilding: Establishing ecological corridors and 
habitat connectivity between protected areas and 
degraded lands to facilitate the movement of species 
and enhance biodiversity.
�	Implementing rewilding projects, where degraded 

lands are allowed to recover naturally through the 
reintroduction of native plant and animal 
species, promoting ecosystem restoration and 
resilience.

z	Integration of Traditional Ecological Knowledge: 
Incorporating the traditional ecological knowledge of 
indigenous communities and their sustainable land 
management practices into modern conservation 
strategies.
�	Encouraging the revival and promotion of 

traditional agroforestry systems.
z	Promotion of Sustainable Urbanization: Encouraging 

sustainable urban planning and design that incorporates 
green spaces, urban forests, and green infrastructure 
to mitigate the impacts of urbanization on land 
resources.

z	Bioremediation and Phytoremediation Techniques: 
Exploring the use of microorganisms and plants for the 
bioremediation of contaminated and degraded lands, 
harnessing their natural ability to absorb, metabolize, 
or immobilize pollutants.
�	Encouraging the use of phytoremediation 

techniques, such as the cultivation of specific 
plant species that can extract, sequester, or 
degrade contaminants from soil, water, and air.

Conclusion:
Sustainable land management practices must be 

tailored to the specific ecological, socio-economic, and 
cultural contexts of each region and in this way India can 
achieve its ambitious goal of restoring 26 million hectares 
of degraded land by 2030.

5.	 Analyze the significance of inland waterways for 
transportation and economic development. Discuss the 
geographical challenges associated with navigating rivers 
in India.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by delving into inland 

waterways
z	Highlight the significance of Inland Waterways
z	Delve into geographical challenges associated with 

navigating rivers in India
z	Conclude positively.
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Introduction:
Inland waterways refer to navigable rivers, canals, 

lakes, and other inland water bodies that are used for 
transportation and movement of goods and passengers.
z	These waterways serve as an alternative mode of 

transport to roads and railways, offering a cost-
effective and environmentally friendly way of moving 
cargo and people.

Body:
Significance of Inland Waterways:
z	Cost-effective Mode of Transportation: Inland 

waterways offer a highly cost-effective mode of 
transportation, particularly for bulk commodities and 
heavy cargo.
�	The operational costs are significantly lower 

compared to road and rail transport, leading to 
reduced transportation expenses and increased 
profitability for businesses.

�	Example: The National Waterway 1 ( Ganga-
Bhagirathi-Hooghly River System) provides a 
cost-effective transportation route for goods and 
raw materials.

z	Environmental Sustainability: Inland waterways are 
considered to be a more environmentally friendly 
mode of transportation due to lower carbon emissions 
and reduced air pollution compared to other modes.
�	Greenhouse gas emissions for inland water 

transport are approximately 40% lower than 
road transport, supporting sustainable 
development goals.

z	Connectivity and Economic Development: Inland 
waterways facilitate the movement of goods and 
people, promoting connectivity between remote 
regions and urban centers.
�	They stimulate economic activities along the 

riverbanks, fostering the growth of industries, 
agriculture, and trade.

�	Example: The Mississippi River in the United 
States has played a crucial role in the economic 
development of the Midwest region.

Geographical Challenges Associated with Navigating Rivers 
in India:
z	Seasonal Variations in Water Flow: Many Indian rivers 

experience significant seasonal variations in water 
flow, with high discharge during the monsoon season 
and low water levels during the dry season.

�	This fluctuation in water levels poses challenges 
for maintaining navigable depths, limiting the 
operational period for inland waterway transport.

�	Example: The Ganga River experiences significant 
variations in water levels, hindering year-round 
navigation in certain stretches.

z	Siltation and Shoal Formation: Many Indian rivers 
carry a high sediment load, leading to siltation and the 
formation of shoals (shallow areas) along the riverbed.
�	These obstructions can impede the movement of 

vessels and require regular dredging to maintain 
navigable depths.

�	Example: The Brahmaputra River in Assam is known 
for its high sediment load, leading to frequent shoal 
formation and navigation challenges.

z	Meandering Nature of Rivers: Many Indian rivers have 
a meandering nature, with sharp bends and curves 
that can make navigation difficult, especially for larger 
vessels.
�	These bends may require specialized maneuvering 

techniques and pose risks of grounding or 
collisions.

z	Presence of Rapids and Waterfalls: Some Indian rivers, 
particularly in hilly and mountainous regions, have 
sections with rapids and waterfalls, which can be 
hazardous for navigation.
�	These natural obstacles may require the 

construction of locks or other infrastructure to 
facilitate the passage of vessels.

�	Example: Shivanasamudra Falls of Kaveri River.
Conclusion:

Addressing geographical challenges through sustainable 
infrastructure development, river training works, and 
effective water resource management can unlock the full 
potential of India’s inland waterway network for sustainable 
economic development and regional integration.

Indian Heritage and Culture
6.	 Indian cuisine boasts a vast array of flavors and dishes 

influenced by regional geography and agriculture. 
Examine.

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the vast array 

of Indian cuisine
z	Highlight influence of Regional Diversity and 

Geography
z	Delve into influence of Agriculture
z	Conclude suitably.
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Introduction:
Indian cuisine is a culinary kaleidoscope, where each 

region’s flavors are shaped by the interplay of geography, 
agriculture, and cultural influences.
z	The diversity of climates, terrains, and agricultural 

produce has given rise to a vast array of dishes, each 
with its distinctive character.

Body:
Regional Diversity and Geographical Influences:
z	North India: The fertile plains of the Ganges River 

basin allow for the cultivation of wheat, pulses, and 
root vegetables, forming the base for dishes like 
creamy dals (lentil curries), buttery rotis (flatbreads), 
and tandoori delicacies cooked in clay ovens.

z	South India: With a long coastline and a tropical 
climate, South Indian cuisine leans heavily on coconut, 
chilies, and curry leaves.
�	Rice, the staple grain, is complemented by 

seafood curries, lentil-based sambar, and paper-
thin dosas (fermented crepes).

�	The Western Ghats contribute spices like 
cardamom and black pepper, adding another 
layer of complexity.

z	Coastal Regions: Seafood plays a starring role in coastal 
cuisines.
�	In Goa, Portuguese influences are evident in 

vindaloo curries and use of vinegar.
�	The eastern coast, from Bengal to Odisha, 

features mustard and poppy seeds in fish curries.
z	Eastern and Northeastern India: The verdant hills and 

valleys of this region showcase a unique blend of flavors.
�	Bamboo shoots, fermented soybean (kinema), 

and river fish are common ingredients.
�	Assam’s cuisine features the tangy and smoky 

“bhuna” style of cooking.
z	Other Influences: Arid regions like Rajasthan rely on 

legumes, lentils, and robust spices in their curries to 
enhance shelf life.
�	The Himalayan regions feature hearty stews and 

momos (dumplings) to combat the cold.
Agricultural Influences:
z	Staple Crops: The staple crops grown in different 

regions have significantly shaped the local cuisines.
�	Example: The wheat-based cuisines of North 

India, like naan, roti, and paratha, are distinct 
from the rice-based dishes of South India, such as 
idli, dosa, and vada.

z	Spices and Herbs: India is renowned for its diverse 
array of spices and herbs, many of which are grown 
locally and integrated into regional cuisines, imparting 
unique flavors and aromas.
�	Example: The Kashmiri cuisine is known for its 

liberal use of saffron and dry fruits, while the 
coastal cuisines incorporate coconut and curry 
leaves extensively.

z	Vegetables and Fruits: The availability of seasonal and 
locally grown vegetables and fruits has significantly 
influenced the recipes and cooking techniques of 
different regions.
�	Example: The Gujarati cuisine features dishes 

made with locally grown vegetables like bottle 
gourd, while the Bengali cuisine incorporates a 
wide variety of leafy greens.

z	Dairy Products: The production and consumption of 
dairy products like milk, yogurt, and ghee vary across 
regions, shaping the culinary traditions accordingly.
�	Example: The Punjabi and Haryanvi cuisine is 

known for its rich use of butter while the South 
Indian cuisine incorporates yogurt-based curries 
and accompaniments.

Conclusion:
The vast array of flavors and dishes in Indian cuisine 

is a testament to the country’s rich cultural heritage, 
diverse geography, and agricultural bounty. Each region has 
developed its unique culinary identity, reflecting the interplay 
between local ingredients, climatic conditions, and cultural 
traditions.

Indian Society
7.	 Highlight the impact of rural-urban migration on Indian 

society. Also, state the challenges faced by migrants in 
urban areas.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by mentioning the driving 

factors of rural-urban migration
z	Mention the impact of rural-urban migration on 

indian society
z	Highlight challenges faced by migrants in urban 

areas
z	Suggest measures to overcome the challenges in the 

way forward
z	Conclude in balanced manner
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Introduction:

Rural-urban migration is a demographic phenomenon 
that has been shaping the socio-economic landscape of 
India for decades. Driven by factors such as poverty, lack of 
employment opportunities, and the quest for better living 
standards, millions of people have left their rural homes to 
seek greener pastures in urban areas.

Body:

Impact of Rural-Urban Migration on Indian Society:

z	Urbanization and Urban Sprawl: Rural-urban migration 
has led to rapid urbanization, with cities expanding 
outwards in an unplanned and haphazard manner.

�	This has resulted in the growth of slums, 
informal settlements, and infrastructure strain, 
posing challenges for urban planners and 
policymakers.

z	Social and Cultural Transformation: The influx of 
migrants from diverse backgrounds has contributed to 
the cultural diversity and vibrancy of urban areas.

�	However, it has also led to the erosion of 
traditional values, social fragmentation, and 
challenges in assimilating into the urban way of 
life.

z	Economic Implications: Migration has provided a 
steady supply of labor for industries and the informal 
sector in urban areas, supporting economic growth.

�	However, it has also led to increased competition 
for jobs, housing, and other resources, potentially 
exacerbating income inequalities.

z	Demographic Changes: Rural-urban migration has 
altered the age and gender composition of both rural 
and urban areas.

�	Cities often have a higher concentration of 
working-age populations, while rural areas may 
experience a “hollowing out” effect due to the 
outmigration of youth.

�	It has contributed to the rise of feminisation of 
agriculture in rural areas.

z	Environmental Impact: Rapid urbanization and the 
influx of migrants have put immense pressure on urban 
infrastructure, leading to issues such as air and water 
pollution, waste management challenges, and 
increased energy consumption.

Challenges Faced by Migrants in Urban Areas:

z	Housing and Shelter: Affordable and decent housing is 
a major challenge for migrants, leading many to live in 
overcrowded slums or informal settlements with poor 
living conditions.

�	Every sixth urban Indian lives in slums unfit for 
human habitation. Slums, in fact, are so common 
that they are found in 65% of the Indian towns.

�	Also, access to basic amenities like clean water, 
sanitation, and electricity remains a constant 
struggle for urban migrants.

z	Employment and Livelihood: Migrants often face 
difficulties in finding stable and well-paying 
employment opportunities due to a lack of skills, 
education, or social networks.

�	Many end up working in the informal sector, 
where job security, fair wages, and social 
protection are lacking.

z	Access to Healthcare and Education: Migrants 
frequently face barriers in accessing quality healthcare 
services and educational opportunities for their 
children due to lack of documentation, language 
barriers, or financial constraints.

�	This can perpetuate the cycle of poverty and limit 
social mobility.

z	Lack of Social Support Networks: Migrant communities 
often lack the traditional social support networks and 
safety nets available in their rural hometowns.

�	This can lead to feelings of isolation, vulnerability, 
and difficulty in adapting to urban life.

Way Forward

z	Slum Upgrading Program: Implementing a “Slum 
Upgrading Program” where existing slums are gradually 
improved with basic infrastructure, secure land tenure, 
and community-driven development initiatives.

z	Urban Employment and Livelihood: Establishing 
“Migrant Entrepreneurship Incubators” that provide 
training, mentorship, and seed funding for migrants to 
start their own businesses or social enterprises.

�	Also, developing “Urban Farming Initiatives” 
where migrants can engage in small-scale 
agricultural activities, promoting food security 
and supplementing their income.
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z	Access to Healthcare and Education: Introducing 
“Mobile Health Clinics” that visit migrant settlements 
regularly, offering basic medical services, health 
checkups, and referrals to nearby hospitals.

�	Establish “Community Learning Centers” within 
migrant neighborhoods, offering affordable 
education, language classes, and skill development 
programs for both children and adults.

z	Migrant Worker Protection Scheme: Ensure better 
implementation of Code on Wages, 2019, safe working 
conditions, and access to legal aid and social security 
benefits for migrant workers, particularly in the 
informal sector.

Conclusion:

Rural-urban migration is an inexorable force that has 
catalyzed the rapid urbanization and demographic transition 
in India. Through targeted schemes like Urban Employment 
Guarantee Schemes, India can pave the way for a more 
equitable and prosperous society.

8.	 “The caste system is adopting new identities and 
associational forms; therefore, it cannot be eradicated 
in India.” Discuss.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Mention the primary nature of the caste system in 

India.
z	Explain how the caste system is adopting new 

identities and associational forms.
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction :

The caste system, deeply embedded in Indian society, 
has traditionally dictated social hierarchy, occupational roles, 
and marital practices. Despite legal and constitutional efforts 
to abolish caste-based discrimination (e.g., Article 17 of the 
Indian Constitution), it persists in various forms.

Body :

New Identities and Associational Forms Political 
Mobilization

z	Caste-Based Political Parties: Caste groups have 
organized themselves into political entities. Political 
Parties have emerged to represent specific caste 
interests.

z	Vote Bank Politics: Politicians often mobilize caste 
identities to garner votes, leading to the perpetuation 
of caste-based identities in the political sphere.

Economic Associations

z	Caste-Based Business Networks: Certain castes have 
formed powerful business communities, such as the 
Marwaris, Chettiars, and others. These networks 
provide economic support and opportunities within 
the caste.

z	Microfinance and Cooperatives: In rural areas, caste-
based cooperatives and microfinance groups provide 
financial services and support, reinforcing caste ties.

Social and Cultural Organizations

z	Caste Associations: Many castes have established their 
own social organizations to promote welfare, 
education, and cultural activities within the community. 
These associations often work to preserve caste 
identity and solidarity.

z	Marriage Practices: Endogamy remains prevalent, with 
matrimonial advertisements and matchmaking 
services often explicitly specifying caste preferences.

Challenges in Eradication

Deep-Rooted Social Norms

z	Cultural Reinforcement: Caste is ingrained in cultural 
practices, rituals, and norms that are passed down 
through generations.

z	Social Stratification: The caste system creates a sense 
of belonging and identity, making it difficult to dissolve 
these traditional structures.

Economic Dependencies

z	Patron-Client Relationships: In rural India, traditional 
economic dependencies between different caste 
groups (e.g., landowners and laborers) perpetuate 
caste hierarchies.

z	Resource Distribution: Access to resources and 
opportunities often follows caste lines, reinforcing 
economic inequalities.

Institutional and Structural Barriers

z	Education and Employment: Although affirmative 
action policies exist, disparities in education and 
employment opportunities continue to reflect caste 
biases.

z	Law Enforcement: Implementation of anti-
discrimination laws is often weak, and caste-based 
violence and discrimination still occur.
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Potential Pathways to Mitigation
Educational Reforms
z	Inclusive Curriculum: Promoting an education system 

that emphasizes equality and the detrimental effects 
of caste can help change mindsets.

z	Access to Quality Education: Ensuring that marginalized 
communities have access to quality education can 
empower them economically and socially.

Economic Empowerment

z	Affirmative Action: Strengthening affirmative action in 
education and employment can help uplift marginalized 
castes.

z	Entrepreneurship and Skill Development: Promoting 
entrepreneurship and skill development programs 
targeted at disadvantaged castes can reduce economic 
disparities.

Legal and Policy Measures
z	Effective Law Enforcement: Strengthening the 

enforcement of anti-discrimination laws and ensuring 
swift justice in cases of caste-based violence.

z	Policy Reforms: Formulating policies that address the 
specific needs of marginalized castes in a holistic 
manner.

Social Movements and Advocacy

z	Grassroots Movements: Supporting grassroots 
movements that advocate for caste equality and social 
justice.

z	Inter-Caste Dialogues: Promoting dialogues and 
interactions between different caste groups to foster 
understanding and dismantle prejudices.

Conclusion :

The caste system in India, while evolving and adapting, 
remains a formidable social structure. Its persistence is 
supported by new forms of identity and association that 
reinforce caste distinctions. Eradicating the caste system 
requires a multifaceted approach, addressing social, 
economic, and legal dimensions while promoting a cultural 
shift towards equality and inclusion. While challenging, 
gradual progress through sustained efforts and reforms can 
pave the way for a more equitable society.

nnn
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Polity & Governance
9.	 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar famously referred to the Comptroller 

and Auditor General of India as “probably the most 
important officer in the Constitution of India”. Do you 
agree?� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by mentioning Article related 

to the CAG
z	Validate Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s statement using key 

arguments
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
The Constitution of India (Article 148) provides for an 

independent office of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India. It is a crucial constitutional authority responsible 
for overseeing the financial integrity and accountability of 
the Indian government.
z	Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the chief architect of the Indian 

Constitution, emphasized the pivotal role of CAG by 
stating that it is probably the most important officer 
under the Constitution of India.

Body:
CAG as Probably the Most Important Office of Constitution 
of India:
z	Guardian of Public Purse: The CAG audits the accounts 

of the Union government, state governments, union 
territory having a legislative assembly and public 
sector undertakings ensuring that public funds are 
utilized efficiently, effectively, and for the intended 
purposes.
�	For example, the CAG’s recent audit of the 

Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya 
Yojana stated that 7.5 lakh people in the database 
were linked to the same mobile number.

z	Independence and Impartiality:The CAG is appointed 
by the President of India and can be removed only 
through a process similar to that of a Supreme Court 
judge, ensuring it can operate without interference 
from the executive or other branches of government.

z	Head of Indian Audit and Accounts Department: The 
CAG heads the Indian Audit and Accounts Department 
that plays a crucial role in upholding financial 
accountability and promoting transparency across 
various levels of governance.

z	Advisor to Parliament: The CAG’s audit reports and 
recommendations serve as valuable inputs for 
Parliamentary committees like the Committee on 
Public Undertakings (COPU).
�	He acts as a guide, friend and philosopher of the 

Public Accounts Committee of the Parliament, 
this way CAG serves as a facilitator for the 
legislature to exercise control over the executive.

z	Certification of Net Proceeds: The CAG ascertains and 
certifies the net proceeds of any tax or duty (Article 
279). His certificate is final in this case.

Conclusion:
Therefore, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s statement emphasizing 

the CAG’s importance in the Indian Constitution is well-
founded. Upholding the CAG’s position, authority, and 
independence remains essential for maintaining the integrity 
of public finance and fostering trust in the government’s 
financial management system.

10.	 The idea of “One Nation, One Election” has been recently 
debated in India. Discuss the potential advantages and 
disadvantages of implementing such a system. 
� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining One Nation One 

Election
z	Highlight the advantages of One Nation One Election
z	Delve into its disadvantages
z	Conclude in balanced manner

Introduction:
The concept of “One Nation, One Election” involves 

holding simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha, State 
Legislative Assemblies, and local bodies across the country.
z	This concept has been widely discussed recently, 

leading to the establishment of a high-level Committee 
on Simultaneous Elections in September 2023.

Body:
Potential Advantages and Disadvantages of Simultaneous 
Elections:
z	Advantages:

�	Cost-effectiveness: According to estimates, the 
cost of holding general elections to the Lok Sabha 
alone is around ₹4,000 crore.
�	Conducting multiple elections at different 

intervals substantially increases the overall 
expenditure.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-2
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�	Holding simultaneous elections could lead to 
significant cost savings for the government 
and political parties.

�	Efficient Utilization of resources: Simultaneous 
elections would optimize the deployment of 
administrative machinery, paramilitary forces, 
and other resources required for conducting 
elections.

�	This would prevent disruptions in governance 
and administrative efficiency caused by 
frequent elections.

�	Reduction in the Campaign Mode: Under the 
current system, political parties and leaders 
remain in a perpetual campaign mode due to 
frequent elections, hindering policy-making and 
governance.

�	Simultaneous elections could provide a 
relatively longer period of stable governance 
without electoral distractions.

�	Social Cohesion: High-stake elections each year in 
various states often lead to polarizing campaigns 
by political parties, exacerbating social divisions 
along religious, linguistic, and regional lines.

�	Simultaneous elections could potentially 
reduce the frequency of such divisive 
campaigns, promoting greater social 
cohesion.

�	Voter Fatigue Mitigation: Frequent elections can 
lead to voter fatigue, potentially resulting in lower 
turnouts and diminished participation in the 
democratic process.

�	Simultaneous elections could help mitigate 
this issue, fostering greater engagement 
from the electorate.

z	Disadvantages:
�	Compromise on Federal Principles: India is a 

diverse federal country with states having unique 
regional and local issues.
�	Simultaneous elections could overshadow 

these specific concerns, giving an advantage 
to national political parties over regional 
parties, potentially undermining the federal 
structure.

�	May Not be so Cost Effective: Various estimates 
by the Election Commission show that the costs 

of conducting all State and parliamentary 
elections in a five-year cycle work out to the 
equivalent of Rs. 10 per voter per year.
�	In the short term, simultaneous elections will 

increase the costs for deploying far larger 
numbers of EVMs and VVPATs.

�	Constitutional Challenges: The Law Commission, 
under Justice B. S. Chauhan, reported that 
simultaneous elections are not feasible within the 
existing constitutional framework.
�	Implementing simultaneous elections would 

require significant constitutional 
amendments, particularly to Articles 83, 85, 
172, 174, and 356, which deal with the 
duration and dissolution of the Lok Sabha 
and State Legislative Assemblies.

�	Such amendments could have far-reaching 
implications for the parliamentary democratic 
system.

�	Vulnerability to Systemic Failures: In the current 
system, even if one state or region faces logistical 
or security issues during elections, the remaining 
states can proceed with the process.
�	However, in the case of simultaneous 

elections, any significant systemic failure or 
disruption could potentially jeopardize the 
entire electoral exercise, raising concerns 
about the resilience of the system.

Conclusion:
Any decision on implementing “One Nation, One 

Election” should be based on extensive consultations with 
all stakeholders to ensure that the principles of federalism, 
democracy, and constitutional propriety are upheld while 
reaping the potential benefits of simultaneous elections.

11.	 Explain the role of pressure groups or interest groups in 
influencing policy decisions in India. Analyze both the 
positive and negative aspects of their influence. 
� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining pressure groups
z	Highlight the role of pressure groups or interest 

groups in influencing policy decisions in India
z	Delve into the positive and negative aspects of their 

influence
z	Conclude positively.
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Introduction:
Pressure groups or interest groups are organizations that 

represent the interests of specific sections of society and 
seek to influence public policies and government decisions 
in their favor.
z	In a vibrant democracy like India, these groups play a 

pivotal role in shaping the policymaking process and 
ensuring that diverse voices and concerns are heard.

Body:
Role of Pressure Groups in Influencing Policy Decisions in 
India:
z	Agenda Setting: Pressure groups play a crucial role in 

bringing issues and concerns to the forefront of the 
public and policymakers’ attention.
�	They use various tactics such as lobbying, public 

campaigns, and protests to raise awareness and 
shape the policy agenda.

z	Policy Formulation: Many pressure groups have 
subject matter expertise and provide valuable inputs 
during the policy formulation stage. They participate in 
consultations, submit recommendations, and 
advocate for their interests to be incorporated into 
policies.

z	Policy Implementation: Pressure groups actively 
monitor the implementation of policies and hold the 
government accountable. They may support or oppose 
specific aspects of policy implementation, influencing 
the way policies are executed on the ground.

z	Mobilizing Public Opinion: Pressure groups have the 
ability to mobilize public opinion in favor of or against 
certain policies. They use various mediums, including 
social media, to sway public sentiment, which can 
influence policymakers’ decisions.

Positive Aspects of their Influence:
z	Representation of Diverse Interests: Pressure groups 

provide a platform for various sections of society, such 
as farmers, workers, businesspeople, and marginalized 
communities, to voice their concerns and participate 
in the policymaking process.
�	Example: The All India Trade Union Congress 

(AITUC) and the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) 
have played a crucial role in advocating for 
workers’ rights and shaping labor policies.

z	Checks and Balances: Pressure groups act as 
watchdogs, monitoring government actions and 
policies, and holding policymakers accountable for 
their decisions.

�	Example: Environmental groups like Greenpeace 
India and the Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE) have been instrumental in raising awareness 
about environmental issues and influencing 
policies related to pollution control and 
sustainable development.

z	Expertise and Knowledge: Many pressure groups 
possess specialized knowledge and expertise in their 
respective fields, which can contribute to informed 
policymaking.
�	Example: Industry associations like the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) provide 
valuable insights and recommendations to the 
government on economic policies and regulations.

z	Public Awareness and Mobilization: Pressure groups 
play a vital role in raising public awareness on various 
issues and mobilizing support for their causes, which 
can influence policymakers to address these concerns.
�	Example: The Right to Information (RTI) 

movement, spearheaded by civil society groups, 
played a crucial role in the enactment of the Right 
to Information Act in 2005, promoting 
transparency and accountability in governance.

Negative Aspects of their Influence:

z	Disproportionate Influence: Well-funded and 
organized pressure groups may wield disproportionate 
influence on policy making, potentially undermining 
the interests of less influential or marginalized groups.
�	Example: Corporate lobbying by powerful 

business groups can sometimes lead to policies 
that prioritize corporate interests over public 
welfare.

z	Narrow Interests: Pressure groups often advocate for 
their specific interests, which may conflict with the 
broader public interest or the interests of other 
groups.
�	Example: Protests by certain farmer groups 

against agricultural reforms, while aimed at 
protecting their interests, may hinder the 
government’s efforts to introduce much-needed 
structural changes.

z	Polarization and Conflict: The competing demands 
and interests of different pressure groups can lead to 
polarization, conflicts, and gridlock in the policymaking 
process.
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z	Misinformation and Propaganda: Some pressure 
groups may resort to misinformation campaigns, 
propaganda, or even violence to advance their agendas, 
undermining the integrity of the policymaking process.

�	Example: The recent protests against the 
Agnipath scheme for military recruitment were 
marred by instances of violence, which hindered 
constructive dialogue.

Conclusion:

To ensure a balanced and effective policy making process, 
it is crucial to strike a balance between accommodating the 
legitimate concerns of pressure groups and safeguarding 
the broader public interest. Mechanisms for inclusive and 
transparent consultations, robust regulatory frameworks, and 
effective conflict resolution mechanisms can help mitigate the 
negative aspects of pressure group influence while harnessing 
their positive contributions.

12.	 Explain the concept and evolution of federalism in India. 
Identify major challenges and propose solutions for 
strengthening India’s federal structure after the 
resurgence of coalition politics in India.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Briefly introduce the concept of Federalism in India
z	Explain the evolution of Federalism in India
z	Identify the major challenges in India’s Federal 

structure.
z	Propose solutions for strengthening India’s Federal 

structure.
z	Conclude by proposing a forward-looking approach 

to federalism in India.

Introduction:

Federalism in India is a system where power is 
constitutionally divided between the central government and 
various state governments. The clear division of subjects into 
the state list, central list, and concurrent list under the seventh 
schedule of the Indian Constitution makes the constituent 
units of the federation conscious of their respective roles.

Federalism in India aims to maintain unity while 
allowing for regional self-governance. Federalism allows 
for the accommodation of diversity and regional autonomy 
within a larger political unit. However, the Indian Constitution 
establishes a federal system characterized by a strong central 
government, often referred to as “quasi-federal”.

Body :

Evolution of Federalism Evolved in India:

z	Inner-Party Federalism(1950-67): During the first 
phase of federalism, major disputes between the 
federal government and the states were resolved in 
Congress party forums, or what political scientist Rajni 
Kothari called the “Congress System”.

z	Expressive Federalism(1967-89): This phase marked 
the emergence of an era of “expressive” and more 
direct conflictual federal dynamics between the 
Congress-led Centre and the opposition parties-led 
state governments.

z	Multi-Party Federalism (1990-2014): This period saw a 
decline in the intensity of Center-state confrontations 
as well as in the Center’s arbitrary use of Article 356 to 
topple state administrations.

z	Confrontational Federalism (2014- 2024): Federalism 
under the “dominant party” reemerged, with the ruling 
party tightening its grip on power by taking over several 
states, leading to confrontational federalism and 
significant disputes between opposition-led states and 
the center.

z	After 2024 Lok Sabha Election results: The resurgence 
of coalition politics at the central level has elevated 
regional parties to key power broker status, countering 
the trend of centralized policy decision-making.

Major Challenges to Federalism in India :

z	Balancing Centralization and Regionalism: India walks 
a tightrope between central authority for national 
unity and state autonomy for regional needs. Strong 
central governments can be seen as overstepping, 
while strong regional movements can threaten national 
cohesion.

�	The abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution, 
granting special status to Jammu and Kashmir, in 
2019, was done by the central government 
without consulting the state legislature. This 
move has been criticized for undermining federal 
principles.

z	Disputes in Division of Powers: The Constitution 
divides powers between the Centre and states 
However, this division can be blurry, leading to conflicts 
over jurisdiction, especially on issues like agriculture or 
education in the Concurrent List.
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�	The three farm laws passed by the central 
government in 2020 were challenged by states 
like Punjab on the grounds that agriculture is a 
State List subject. This highlights the ongoing 
disputes over interpretation of power division.

z	Misuse of Governor’s Office: The misuse of the 
Governor’s office has increasingly become a matter of 
concern, particularly in matters related to the arbitrary 
dismissal of state governments, manipulation in 
government formation, withholding assent to bills, and 
frequent transfers and appointments, often directed 
by the central ruling party.

�	In Arunachal Pradesh (2016), the Governor’s 
recommendation led to the imposition of 
President’s Rule despite the ruling government 
having majority support, later quashed by the 
Supreme Court.

z	Misuse of Article 356: Historically, Article 356 has 
been used to impose President’s Rule over 100 times 
until 2000, disrupting state autonomy. Although its 
usage has decreased, its potential misuse remains a 
concern.

�	In 1988 the Sarkaria Commission found that at 
least a third of all Article 356 impositions were 
politically motivated.

z	Unequal Revenue Distribution: The 15th Finance 
Commission recommended a higher share of central 
taxes for states, increasing it from 32% to 41%. 
However, states often complain that the funds are 
insufficient and not disbursed timely, leading to fiscal 
stress.

�	Furthermore, the southern states frequently 
complain about receiving fewer funds despite 
contributing more in taxes compared to the 
northern states, attributing this disparity to their 
lower population.

z	Inter-State Disputes: Inter-state disputes in India 
encompass a range of issues, including water sharing, 
boundary disagreements, and resource allocation.

�	Between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, this 
longstanding conflict revolves around the sharing 
of the Cauvery River waters. The dispute has seen 
multiple legal battles, violent protests, and 
political standoffs.

z	Demand for Special Category Status : Regional parties 
in the national coalition government from Bihar and 
Andhra Pradesh see Special Category Status as a critical 
tool to address their unique developmental challenges 
and to secure additional central support necessary for 
sustainable growth and development.

Steps to Strengthen India’s Federal Framework:
z	Respecting Federal Principles and Spirit:

�	Minimizing Central Intervention: The Sarakria 
Commission suggested Article 356 (President’s 
Rule) should be used very sparingly, in extreme 
cases as a last resort when all the available 
alternatives fail.

�	Ensuring Greater Representation and 
Participation: Punchhi Commission recommends 
the Chief Minister’s involvement in Governor 
appointments.

z	Enhancing Devolution of Powers: Federalism can be 
strengthened by enhancing devolution of powers and 
resources to states and local bodies by revising the 
constitutional lists, increasing the share of states in 
central taxes, giving more fiscal autonomy and flexibility 
to states, etc.

z	Increasing the share of states in Central Taxes: The 
Punchhi Commission suggested increasing the share of 
states in central taxes and enhancing their fiscal 
autonomy.

z	Revitalizing the Inter-State Council (ISC): Make the ISC 
a more effective forum for resolving inter-state disputes 
and fostering cooperation on national issues. This 
could involve giving it more power to evolve common 
policies.

z	Fostering Cooperative and Competitive Federalism:
�	In cooperative federalism, the centre and states 

work together on issues of national importance 
like national security, disaster management, and 
economic development. This ensures a unified 
approach to achieving common goals.
�	For instance, establishing the GST Council 

and approving the Finance Commission’s 
suggestion to raise the states’ funding share.

�	In competitive federalism, states compete for 
investments and talent by improving 
infrastructure, public services, and regulatory 
frameworks. This fosters innovation and better 
governance practices across the country.
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�	NITI Aayog acts as a catalyst for a more robust 
and competitive federal system in India 
through various indices that rank states on 
specific parameters such as School Education 
Quality Index (SEQI), State Health Index (SHI), 
Composite Water Management Index 
(CWMI), etc.

Conclusion:
The evolving political landscape, marked by the 

resurgence of coalition politics and the increasing influence of 
regional parties, offers a unique opportunity to redefine and 
strengthen the federal structure. A forward-looking approach 
to federalism in India will be one that celebrates its diversity, 
fosters cooperation and builds a harmonious and prosperous 
future for all its citizens.

International Relations
13.	 Evaluate the effectiveness of India’s Act East Policy in 

strengthening its strategic and economic ties with 
Southeast Asian nations. Also delve into potential areas 
of cooperation between India and ASEAN countries. 
� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by mentioning the goal of India’s Act East 

Policy
z	Highlight the effectiveness of Act East Policy in 

economic as well as strategic terms
z	Delve into potential areas of cooperation between 

India and ASEAN
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
India’s Act East Policy, initiated in November 2014 as 

a diplomatic initiative to promote economic, strategic and 
cultural relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region at different 
levels especially with Southeast Asian nations.
Body:
Effectiveness of Act East Policy:
z	In Strengthening Strategic Ties:

�	India has actively participated in various ASEAN-
led mechanisms, such as the East Asia Summit, 
ASEAN Regional Forum, and the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting Plus.
�	These platforms have facilitated dialogue 

and cooperation on regional security issues, 
thereby strengthening India’s strategic 
engagement with Southeast Asia.

�	Strategic Partnerships: India has upgraded its 
relations with several ASEAN countries to the 
level of Strategic Partnerships, including 
Singapore, Vietnam, and Indonesia.
�	These partnerships have facilitated deeper 

cooperation.
z	In Strengthening Economic Ties:

�	Trade and Investment: Bilateral trade between 
India and ASEAN has witnessed significant growth, 
reaching USD 131.58 billion in the fiscal year 
2022-23,
�	India has implemented the ASEAN-India Free 

Trade Agreement (AIFTA) to facilitate trade 
and investment flows.

�	However, the trade balance remains skewed 
in favor of ASEAN, indicating potential areas 
for improvement.

�	Connectivity Initiatives: India has undertaken 
various connectivity projects, such as the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and the 
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, 
to enhance physical and economic connectivity 
with Southeast Asia.
�	These initiatives aim to facilitate the 

movement of goods, services, and people, 
thereby boosting economic integration.

Potential Areas of Cooperation between India and ASEAN:
z	Maritime Cooperation: Enhancing maritime security 

cooperation, including joint patrols, information 
sharing, and capacity building, to address challenges 
like piracy, illegal fishing, and territorial disputes in the 
South China Sea.

z	Digital Economy and Emerging Technologies: 
Collaborating on developing a robust digital 
infrastructure, promoting e-commerce, and fostering 
innovation in areas like artificial intelligence, blockchain, 
and the Internet of Things (IoT).

z	Renewable Energy and Green Transition: Collaborating 
on the development and deployment of renewable 
energy technologies, such as solar, wind, and hydrogen, 
to meet climate change goals and promote sustainable 
development.

z	Space Exploration and Satellite Technology: 
Collaborating on space exploration initiatives, including 
satellite development, remote sensing, and space-
based applications for areas like disaster management, 
navigation, and environmental monitoring
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z	Blue Economy and Marine Resource Management: 
Enhancing cooperation in the sustainable use of marine 
resources, maritime security, and the development of 
the blue economy, including areas like fisheries, 
aquaculture, and coastal tourism.

z	Connectivity and Infrastructure: Collaborating on 
accelerating the infrastructure development projects 
under India’s Act East Policy and ASEAN’s Master Plan 
on ASEAN Connectivity 2025.

Conclusion:
India’s Act East Policy has bolstered its strategic and 

economic ties with Southeast Asian nations. By leveraging 
complementary strengths and addressing shared challenges, 
India can forge a robust, future-oriented partnership that 
contributes to regional stability, sustainable development, 
and collective prosperity.

14.	 Discuss the strategic significance of India’s engagement 
with African nations and how it aligns with India’s broader 
foreign policy objectives.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting India-Africa 

Relation and its alignment with India’s Foreign Policy 
goals.

z	Highlight the strategic significance of India’s 
engagement with african nations

z	Delve into the challenges associated with India-
Africa ties

z	Conclude positively.

Introduction:
India’s relationship with Africa is no longer a historical 

footnote, but a strategic imperative. Driven by a desire to 
counter rising powers, secure resources, and expand its global 
footprint, India’s Africa engagement aligns seamlessly with 
its core foreign policy goal of Reformed Multilateralism and 
Development-centric diplomacy.
Body:
Strategic Significance of India’s Engagement with African 
Nations:
z	Countering China’s Influence: China has been 

aggressively expanding its economic and political 
influence in Africa through substantial investments and 
infrastructure projects.
�	India has extended substantial lines of credit and 

undertaken development projects in Africa, 
competing with China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI).

�	India sees deeper ties with Africa as a way to 
balance China’s dominance and promote a 
multipolar world order.

z	Securing Access to Resources: Africa has 40% of the 
world’s gold and up to 90% of its chromium and 
platinum. The largest reserves of cobalt, diamonds, 
platinum and uranium in the world are in Africa.
�	India imports many raw materials to Africa, 

including minerals, crude oil, and other resources.
�	Increased engagement allows India to secure 

reliable sources of these resources and diversify 
its import basket.

�	Example: India imports a significant portion of its 
crude oil from African nations like Nigeria.

z	Expanding Trade and Investment Opportunities: 
Africa presents a vast potential market for Indian 
goods and services. Deeper ties can boost bilateral 
trade, create new investment opportunities, and 
enhance India’s economic footprint globally.
�	Example: The India-Africa Forum Summit, held 

every three years, focuses on economic 
cooperation and explores new avenues for trade 
and investment.

z	Strengthening Maritime Security: The Indian Ocean is 
a vital trade route for India. Cooperation with African 
nations bordering the Indian Ocean can enhance 
maritime security, combat piracy, and counter 
terrorism threats.
�	Example: India conducts joint military exercises( 

like AFINDEX 2023) with several African countries 
and provides training and assistance for their 
maritime security forces.

z	Promoting Global Leadership and South-South 
Cooperation: India seeks to position itself as a leading 
voice for developing nations.
�	Stronger ties with Africa amplify India’s voice on 

issues of global governance and promote South-
South cooperation on matters of mutual interest.

�	Example:The inclusion of the African Union (AU) 
as a permanent member of the G20 during India’s 
G20 Presidency showcases India’s advocates for 
greater representation of African nations in 
international institutions.

While the strategic significance of India’s Africa 
engagement is undeniable, there are challenges to navigate. 
Infrastructure limitations like Navigating regional power 
dynamics due to several military coups, underdeveloped 
transportation networks, competition with other global 
powers can hinder the smooth flow of trade.
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Conclusion:
India must adopt a comprehensive and nuanced 

approach that balances its economic and strategic interests 
with its principles of non-interference, respect for sovereignty, 
and sustainable development. By leveraging its strengths in 
capacity building, technology transfer, and people-to-people 
ties, India can enhance its soft power and deepen its strategic 
partnerships with African nations.

Social Justice
15.	 “Social justice cannot be achieved without economic 

empowerment.” Discuss this statement in the context of 
poverty alleviation programs in India.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by mentioning the link between social 

justice and economic empowerment
z	Delve into economic empowerment as a prerequisite 

for social justice
z	Mention key arguments featuring social justice as a 

catalyst for economic empowerment
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:
Social justice and economic empowerment are 

inextricably linked concepts that lie at the heart of efforts 
to alleviate poverty and promote inclusive development.
z	The statement “Social justice cannot be achieved 

without economic empowerment” encapsulates the 
notion that addressing economic disparities and 
providing opportunities for economic self-sufficiency 
are crucial steps towards realizing social equality and 
justice.

Economic Empowerment as a Prerequisite for Social Justice:
z	Poverty as a Barrier to Social Inclusion: Poverty often 

leads to exclusion from education, healthcare, and 
other essential services.
�	Economic empowerment through poverty 

alleviation programs can provide access to these 
services, fostering social inclusion and equality.

�	Example: The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has 
provided employment opportunities and income 
security to rural households, enabling them to 
access basic necessities.

z	Enabling Participation and Agency: Poverty can limit 
an individual’s ability to participate in decision-making 
processes that affect their lives.

�	Economic empowerment through skill 
development, entrepreneurship, and financial 
inclusion can enhance agency and participation in 
societal processes.

�	Example: The Self-Help Group (SHG) movement 
has empowered women economically, enabling 
them to have a voice in household and community 
decisions.

●	 Breaking the Cycle of Intergenerational Poverty: 
Poverty can perpetuate itself across genera-
tions, hindering social mobility and exacerbating 
inequalities.

�	Economic empowerment programs that focus on 
education, vocational training, and asset creation 
can break this cycle and promote social justice for 
future generations.

�	Example: Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana provides a 
secure and attractive investment option for 
parents to invest in their daughters’ future, 
breaking the cycle of financial insecurity and 
dependence.

Social Justice as a Catalyst for Economic Empowerment:
z	Addressing Systemic Inequalities: Policies and 

programs that promote inclusivity and address 
discrimination can open pathways for economic 
empowerment.
�	Example: The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act aims to 
protect the rights of marginalized communities 
and create an enabling environment for their 
economic progress.

z	Promoting Inclusive Development: Social justice 
principles emphasize the inclusion of marginalized and 
vulnerable groups in development processes.
�	Inclusive development approaches can create 

economic opportunities and ensure equitable 
access to resources and services.

�	Example: The Socio-Economic and Caste Census 
(SECC) has facilitated the identification of 
economically disadvantaged households for 
targeted poverty alleviation programs.

z	Building Human Capabilities: Social justice initiatives 
focus on improved human capabilities can lead to better 
economic opportunities and sustainable livelihoods.
�	Example: The Integrated Child Development 

Services (ICDS) program aims to improve the 
health, nutrition, and early childhood education 
of children from disadvantaged communities, 
laying the foundation for their future economic 
empowerment.
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Conclusion:

In this way, there is a synergistic relationship between 
social justice and economic empowerment. By addressing 
intersectional inequalities and promoting sustainable 
livelihoods, India can create a virtuous cycle of inclusive 
growth and social transformation and accelerate progress 
towards achieving the SDGs, particularly Goal 1 (No Poverty), 
Goal 5 (Gender Equality), and Goal 10 (Reduced Inequalities).

16.	 Why is there an increasing phenomenon of an ageing 
population in India? Discuss the vulnerabilities faced by 
the elderly and propose solutions to empower them. 
� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Briefly introduce the phenomenon of an ageing 

population in India.
z	Mention the Primary Factors Contributing to the 

Ageing Phenomenon in India.
z	Discuss the vulnerabilities faced by the elderly 

population in India.
z	Propose solutions to empower the elderly.
z	Conclude by emphasizing ways to integrate the 

elderly into productive societal roles.

Introduction :

The WHO defines those aged 60 -74 years as elderly. 
In the Indian context, the age of 60 years has been adopted 
by the census of India for the purpose of classifying a person 
as old, which coincides with the age of retirement in the 
government sector.

According to Census 2011, India has 104 million older 
people (60+years), constituting 8.6% of total population. 
Amongst the elderly (60+), females outnumber males.It 
is expected that the country will have 193 million elderly 
persons, constituting about 13% of the total population by 
2030. As per UNFPA Report 2023, the percentage of elderly 
population in the country is projected to double to over 20% 
of total population by 2050.

Body :

Primary Factors Contributing to the Ageing Phenomenon 
in India :

z	Increased Longevity : One of the primary drivers of 
increased longevity in India is the remarkable 
improvement in healthcare services. Over the past few 
decades, there have been significant advancements in 
medical technology, treatments, and preventive care.

�	According to the World Health Organization,life 
expectancy in India has has improved by 5.2 years 
from 62.1 years in 2000 to 67.3 years in 2021.

z	Improved Living Conditions: Better living conditions, 
including access to clean water, sanitation, and 
improved nutrition, have also contributed to longer 
lifespans.
�	The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has significantly 

increased sanitation coverage, reducing the 
prevalence of waterborne diseases.

z	Decreased Fertility Rates : India has implemented 
various family planning programs aimed at controlling 
population growth, which have been successful in 
reducing fertility rates.
�	As per the fifth round of NFHS conducted during 

the year 2019-21, the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has 
declined to 2.0 children per woman less than the 
replacement level of fertility, which is 2.1 children 
per woman

z	Socio-Economic Changes :
�	Socio-economic changes, such as increased 

female education and workforce participation, 
have also played a role in lowering fertility rates 
and increased

�	Higher education levels among women correlate 
with delayed marriages and fewer children.
Urbanization leads to smaller family norms, as 
raising children in urban areas can be more 
expensive and demanding.
�	Kerala,known for its high literacy rates and 

advanced healthcare, Kerala has one of the 
highest life expectancies and lowest fertility 
rates in India. The state serves as a model for 
other regions in managing the ageing 
population.

Various Vulnerabilities Associated with Elderly Population 
in India:

z	Restrictions in Activities of Daily Living (ADL) : About 
20% of the elderly experience restrictions in activities 
of daily living, which include basic self-care activities 
like bathing, dressing, eating, and mobility.
�	Elderly individuals living alone or without 

adequate family support often struggle with ADL, 
leading to a loss of independence and increased 
need for caregiving services.
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destitution and all the deprivations that may come 
with it. Cash in the form of a pension can help to cope 
with many health issues and avoid loneliness as well.

z	Emulating the Frontrunners:The southern States and 
India’s poorer States such as Odisha and Rajasthan 
have achieved near-universal social security pensions. 
Their actions are worth emulating.

z	Recognising Concerns of Elderly Women:. The policy 
should particularly cater to the more vulnerable and 
dependent older single women so that they can live 
respectable and independent lives.

z	Transforming the Perception of the Elderly: The 
perception of the elderly as liabilities can be 
transformed by innovative institutions and social 
agencies that empower them and integrate them into 
productive societal roles.
�	The University of the Third Age (U3A) is an 

international movement that offers lifelong 
learning opportunities to retired and semi-retired 
individuals. It encourages continuous education 
in various subjects, from technology to arts.

�	The Senior Employment Scheme in Singapore 
helps match elderly job seekers with employers 
who value their experience and reliability.

Conclusion :
Innovative institutions and social agencies play a crucial 

role in transforming the perception of the elderly from 
liabilities to assets. By providing opportunities for education, 
employment, volunteering, health and wellness, and social 
inclusion, policy initiatives should empower the elderly and 
integrate them into productive societal roles.

z	Multi-Morbidity : The coexistence of multiple chronic 
conditions is a common issue among the elderly, 
impacting their quality of life and increasing healthcare 
needs.
�	The Longitudinal Ageing Survey of India (LASI) 

reports that 75% of the elderly population suffer 
from one or more chronic diseases, such as 
hypertension, diabetes, arthritis, and 
cardiovascular diseases.

z	Poverty : Economic vulnerability is a significant concern 
for the elderly, particularly those without stable 
sources of income which affect their quality of life and 
healthcare utilisation.
�	More than 40% of the elderly in India are in the 

poorest wealth quintile, with about 18.7% of 
them living without an income.(India Ageing 
Report,2023)

z	Social Issues:Factors such as familial neglect, low 
education levels, socio-cultural beliefs and stigma, low 
trust on institutionalised health-care services etc. 
exacerbate the situation for the elders.

z	‘Inherently gendered’: One of the emerging issues of 
population ageing is the “Feminization of Ageing”, that 
is many more women than men reaching older ages.
�	Census of India shows that the sex ratio of the 

elderly was considerably high (1028) in 1951 and 
subsequently dropped to about 938 in 1971, but 
finally increased up to 1033 in 2011.

Steps to Empower the Elderly Population in India :
z	Protection from Destitution: The first step towards a 

dignified life for the elderly is to protect them from 
nnn
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Economy
17.	 Financial inclusion is crucial for achieving inclusive 

growth. Discuss the progress made in financial inclusion 
in India and the challenges that remain.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining financial inclusion
z	Highlight the progress made in Financial Inclusion in 

India
z	Delve into challenges that remain
z	Suggest a Way Forward
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Financial inclusion is the process of ensuring access to 

affordable and appropriate financial products and services 
like bank accounts, credit, insurance, and payments for 
all sections of society, especially the underprivileged and 
unbanked population.
z	It plays a crucial role in promoting inclusive growth by 

enabling economic participation and empowerment of 
marginalized communities.

Body:
Progress Made in Financial Inclusion in India:
z	Account Opening: As of June 2024, over 52 crore 

beneficiary accounts have been opened under 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), with 
deposits exceeding ₹2.2 lakh crore.
�	The scheme provides basic banking accounts and 

overdraft facilities, bringing the unbanked into 
the formal financial system.

z	Expansion of Banking Infrastructure: To increase 
access, India has witnessed a significant expansion of 
banking infrastructure, including branches, ATMs, and 
Banking Correspondents (BCs).
�	The private banks have boosted the number of 

branches by 60% since 2015
�	The Business Correspondents model has 

facilitated last-mile delivery of banking services in 
remote areas.

z	Digital Financial Inclusion: The government has 
promoted digital financial services through initiatives 
like the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), Aadhaar-
enabled Payment System (AePS), and the RuPay card 
network.

�	India recorded about 131 billion UPI transactions 
in FY24.

�	The AePS has enabled Aadhaar-based biometric 
authentication for banking services in remote 
areas.

z	Credit Access: Schemes like Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana (PMMY) and Stand-Up India have facilitated 
access to credit for small businesses, entrepreneurs, 
and underserved communities.
�	As of March 2024, loans amounting to Rs 27.75 

lakh crore have been disbursed under the PMMY..
z	Insurance Coverage: The Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 

Bima Yojana (PMSBY) and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) have provided affordable 
insurance coverage to millions of low-income 
households.

Challenges that Remain:
z	Persistent Gender Gap: Despite progress, a significant 

gender gap persists in access to financial services, with 
women facing cultural, social, and economic barriers.
�	Women in India own 35% of bank accounts, but 

only 20% of total deposits as of March 2023. .
z	Low Financial Literacy: Low levels of financial literacy, 

especially among marginalized communities, act as a 
barrier to effective utilization of financial services.
�	A recent surveys reveal that only 27% of India’s 

population is financially literate
z	Limited Account Usage: Around 20% of PMJDY 

accounts were inoperative as of December 2023, 
indicating limited usage of financial products beyond 
basic accounts.

z	Sustainability and Viability of Financial Inclusion 
Initiatives: Maintaining the sustainability and viability 
of financial inclusion initiatives remains a challenge, as 
many programs rely on government subsidies or cross-
subsidization from other banking services.

Way Forward
z	Focus on Financial Literacy: Financial literacy 

campaigns targeted at specific demographics can 
empower individuals to make informed financial 
decisions and utilize financial products effectively.

z	Product Innovation: Developing need-based financial 
products, such as micro-insurance and micro-loans 
tailored for low-income groups, can address their 
specific financial needs.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-3
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z	Leveraging Fintech: Further integration of Fintech 
solutions in different government touchpoints can 
enhance accessibility and affordability of financial 
services, particularly in rural areas.
�	Establishing Credit Counseling Centres such as 

ABHAY.
z	Acting Upon Recommendations of Rangarajan 

Committee: Promoting micro-insurance as a critical 
component of financial services for the poor to mitigate 
risks effectively.
�	Implementing the Revival Package for the 

cooperative credit system to strengthen its role in 
financial inclusion with substantial financial 
assistance.

�	Adopting and promoting the JLG model for 
extending credit to mid-segment clients such as 
small and tenant farmers without collateral.

z	Bridging the Digital Divide: Expanding internet reach 
and promoting digital literacy programs are crucial to 
ensure everyone can participate in the digital financial 
ecosystem.

Conclusion:
India’s journey towards financial inclusion is 

commendable. However, by addressing the remaining 
challenges as per the recommendations of the Rangarajan 
committee report on financial inclusion, India can ensure 
that the benefits of financial inclusion reach all sections of 
society, fostering inclusive and sustainable economic growth.

18.	 Evaluate how Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises are 
the backbone of the Indian economy. Also, suggest 
measures to address their financial and operational 
constraints.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by highlighting MSMEs as catalyst of growth
z	Mention supporting arguments to MSMEs as the 

Backbone of Indian Economy
z	Highlight the challenges faced by MSMEs
z	Suggest measures to address their financial and 

operational constraints
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) form 

the cornerstone of India’s economic fabric, serving as catalysts 
for entrepreneurship, employment generation, and inclusive 
growth.
z	Their significance has been further accentuated in 

recent years, particularly in light of India’s aspirations 
for self-reliance, sustainable development, and 
achieving a USD 5 trillion economy.

Body
MSMEs as the Backbone of Indian Economy:
z	Employment Generation: This sector is one of the 

largest employers in India.
�	The MSME sector generates 360.41 lakh jobs out 

of the 11.10 crore jobs in India.
�	The jobs mainly belong to the manufacturing 

sector, in the rural and urban areas.
�	Also, the handloom and handicraft sector directly 

employs over 7 million artisans, preserving 
traditional skills.

z	Contribution to GDP and Exports: The sector 
contributes about 30% to India’s GDP and accounts for 
45% of overall exports.

z	Fostering Inclusive Growth: By promoting 
entrepreneurship across diverse socio-economic 
groups, the sector helps reduce regional imbalances 
and ensures equitable wealth distribution.
�	It significantly empowers women entrepreneurs, 

acting as incubators for local talent and indigenous 
skills.

�	An example is the Kudumbashree mission in 
Kerala, which has supported a large number of 
women-led micro enterprises, transforming rural 
economies.
�	Also, 1.38 lakh projects have been set up by 

the women entrepreneurs under Prime 
Minister’s Employment Generation 
Programme (PMEGP) Scheme.

z	Innovation and Adaptability: The sector is more 
flexible and adaptable to market changes compared 
to large industries and often pioneers in developing 
indigenous technologies and products.
�	It is crucial for India’s transition to a knowledge-

based economy and serves as testing grounds for 
innovative business models.

�	Many successful start-ups like Paytm and Ola 
began as small enterprises, revolutionizing their 
respective sectors.

z	Support to Large Industries: Acting as ancillary units 
for larger industries, this sector forms a crucial part of 
the supply chain and contributes significantly to the 
manufacturing sector output.
�	It is essential for the success of the Make in India 

initiative and provides specialized services and 
niche products.

z	Balanced Regional Development: The sector helps in 
the industrialization of rural and backward areas, 
reducing migration to urban areas by providing local 
employment.
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�	It utilizes local resources and skills, promoting 
sustainable development and contributing to the 
development of industrial clusters.

�	The leather cluster in Kanpur, for instance, has 
transformed the local economy.

z	Social and Cultural Impact: The sector preserves and 
promotes traditional arts and crafts, contributing to 
cultural tourism and India’s soft power.
�	It supports local community development through 

CSR activities.
�	An example is the Chanderi handloom cluster in 

Madhya Pradesh, which not only provides 
livelihoods but also preserves a centuries-old 
weaving tradition.

Challenges Related to MSMEs:
z	Limited Access to Credit: MSMEs often struggle with 

limited access to credit as banks perceive them as high-
risk borrowers.
�	This is exacerbated by complex loan procedures, 

high interest rates, and a lack of collateral.
�	Furthermore, there is limited understanding of 

alternative financing options.
�	For instance, only 16% of MSMEs have access to 

formal credit, with many relying on informal 
sources at higher costs.

z	Technological Obsolescence: Many MSMEs lack the 
funds necessary to upgrade technology, making it 
difficult to compete with larger, technologically 
advanced firms.
�	Limited access to research and development 

facilities and challenges in adopting Industry 4.0 
technologies further hinder their competitiveness.

z	Marketing and Branding Challenges: MSMEs often 
have limited resources for marketing and branding, 
making it difficult to compete with established brands.
�	For example, many handicraft producers find it 

difficult to market their products beyond local 
markets, missing out on global opportunities.

z	Skilled Workforce Shortage: Attracting and retaining 
skilled workers is a significant challenge for MSMEs, 
compounded by limited resources for training and 
development and high employee turnover rates.
�	There is often a mismatch between industry 

requirements and the available skills.
�	The auto components sector, for instance, faces a 

significant skill gap, particularly in emerging 
technologies like electric vehicles.

z	Raw Material Procurement: MSMEs face fluctuating 
raw material prices and difficulty in bulk purchasing 
due to limited financial capacity.
�	Small textile units, for example, often struggle 

with cotton price volatility, impacting their profit 
margins and competitiveness.

Measures to Address Constraints Related to MSMEs:
z	Enhancing Credit Access: Strengthening schemes like 

MUDRA and the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for 
Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE), encouraging 
fintech and digital lending platforms, promoting 
alternative financing options..

z	Technology Upgradation and Innovation Support: 
Enhancing the Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme 
(CLCSS), promoting industry-academia partnerships for 
technology transfer, establishing more Technology 
Centers (Tool Rooms) across the country, and 
encouraging the adoption of Industry 4.0 technologies 
through subsidies and training can support technology 
upgradation and innovation.

z	Market Linkages and Export Promotion: Strengthening 
e-commerce platforms like the Government 
e-Marketplace (GeM), promoting participation in 
international trade fairs and exhibitions, providing 
export-specific credit and insurance support.

z	Skill Development and Capacity Building: Expanding 
programs under the Skill India mission, encouraging 
industry-specific skill development centers, promoting 
apprenticeship programs in MSMEs, and developing 
entrepreneurship training programs can enhance skill 
development and capacity building.

z	Ease of Doing Business: Simplifying regulations, 
promoting single-window clearance systems, 
implementing labor reforms to allow flexibility in 
hiring, digitizing compliance procedures, and providing 
dedicated MSME facilitation cells in government 
departments can improve the ease of doing business.
�	The Udyam registration process, for example, has 

simplified MSME registration, and is a significant 
step in this direction.

z	Promoting Formalization and Digital Adoption: 
Incentivizing registration and tax compliance, providing 
benefits for joining the formal economy, encouraging 
the adoption of digital payments and accounting 
systems, and developing MSME-specific cloud-based 
solutions can promote formalization and digital adoption.
�	The recent change in MSME definition, for 

instance, has encouraged formalization, bringing 
more units under the formal sector
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z	Global Competitiveness and Quality Enhancement: 
Promoting the adoption of quality management 
systems, and developing export-oriented MSME clusters 
can enhance global competitiveness and quality.
�	Zero Defect Zero Effect (ZED) certification 

scheme, for example, has helped MSMEs improve 
quality and reduce environmental impact.

Conclusion:
MSMEs are the engine of growth for the Indian economy. 

By addressing their financial and operational constraints 
through a multi-pronged approach, the government can 
empower them to unleash their full potential and contribute 
significantly to India’s economic prosperity.

19.	 Analyze the factors contributing to the fiscal deficit and 
suggest measures for fiscal consolidation while promoting 
inclusive growth. Also, briefly discuss the role of the 
FRBM Act in this context.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by defining fiscal deficit and need for fiscal 

consolidation
z	Highlight factors contributing to the fiscal deficit
z	Suggest measures for fiscal consolidation and 

inclusive growth
z	Delve into the role of the FRBM Act
z	Conclude positively.

Introduction:
The fiscal deficit is a crucial economic indicator that 

measures the difference between the government’s total 
revenue and total expenditure. India’s FY24 fiscal deficit is 
5.63% of GDP.
z	Fiscal deficit = Total Expenditure –Total Receipt 

(Excluding the borrowings)
Body:
Factors Contributing to the Fiscal Deficit:
z	Tax Revenue Shortfalls: A narrow tax base due to the 

large informal sector and widespread tax evasion/
avoidance practices.
�	In 2021-22, 3.5% of the population paid income 

tax and this number dwindled further to 2.2% in 
2022-23.

�	Inefficient tax administration and enforcement 
mechanisms, leading to leakages in revenue 
collection.

z	Sticky Revenue Expenditure: Rising burden of interest 
payments on public debt (Centre’s FY25 interest outgo 
may rise 11 to 12% from ongoing FY24), driven by 
increasing borrowing costs.

�	Ballooning subsidies on food, fertilizers, and fuel, 
exacerbated by rising global prices and inefficient 
targeting.

z	Increasing Capital Expenditure: Budgeted expenditure 
classified by the government as capex is projected to 
increase almost 4.5 times in 2024-25 to the level in 
2014-15.
�	Ambitious infrastructure development programs, 

such as highways, railways, and urban 
infrastructure projects are the driving factors.

�	Defense modernization and procurement of 
advanced military hardware is also playing a key 
role.

z	Structural Rigidities: Rigid expenditure patterns with 
limited flexibility to reallocate resources to productive 
sectors.
�	Lack of fiscal discipline (exploitation of the 

exception clause of FRBM) leading to overshooting 
of expenditure.

z	External Factors: Global economic slowdowns, trade 
tensions, volatile international commodity prices, 
particularly for crude oil and other import-intensive 
commodities significantly impact India’s import bill, 
trade balance, and fiscal position.
A high fiscal deficit can have severe implications for 

the economy, including increased borrowing cost, higher 
interest rates, and a potential crowding-out effect on private 
investment.
z	Therefore, fiscal consolidation, which involves 

reducing the fiscal deficit and maintaining sustainable 
debt levels, is essential for promoting inclusive growth 
and macroeconomic stability.

Measures for Fiscal Consolidation and Inclusive Growth:
z	Revenue Enhancement: Broadening the tax base by 

formalizing the informal sector and rationalizing tax 
exemptions
�	Improving tax administration and compliance 

through technology-driven solutions.
z	Expenditure Rationalization: Targeting subsidies 

through better identification of beneficiaries and 
direct benefit transfers
�	Prioritizing productive investments in education, 

healthcare, and infrastructure over non-
productive expenditures.

z	Outcome-Based Budgeting: Shift from traditional 
input-based budgeting to outcome-based budgeting. 
This approach allocates resources based on measurable 
goals and societal benefits.
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z	Revamping the Fertilizer Subsidy Regime: Shifting 
from a product-based subsidy to a nutrient-based 
subsidy system, coupled with measures to promote 
balanced fertilizer use, can reduce the fiscal burden 
and promote sustainable agricultural practices.

Role of the FRBM Act in Fiscal Consolidation:
The FRBM Act, introduced in 2003, plays a crucial role in 

fiscal consolidation by mandating the government to follow 
a rules-based fiscal policy framework. The key objectives of 
the FRBM Act include:
z	Setting targets for the elimination of revenue deficit 

and reduction of fiscal deficit to a sustainable level.
z	Establishing a medium-term fiscal policy statement 

with three-year rolling targets for specific fiscal 
indicators.

z	Promoting transparency in fiscal operations through 
regular reporting and disclosures.

Conclusion:
There is a need to enhance the credibility and 

enforceability of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 
Management Act through limited escape clauses, binding 
targets, and an independent monitoring mechanism that 
can promote fiscal discipline and inclusive growth.

Science and Technology
20.	 Quantum computers hold immense potential for 

revolutionizing various scientific fields. Discuss by 
highlighting underlying principles of quantum computing. 
� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by defining Quantum computing
z	Give underlying principles of quantum computing
z	Delve into applications and potential impact of 

quantum computing
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Quantum computing is a field of computing that 

harnesses the principles of quantum mechanics to process 
information in fundamentally different ways than classical 
computers.
z	This unique approach offers the potential for significant 

computational speedups and the ability to solve 
certain problems that are intractable for classical 
computers.

Body:
Underlying Principles of Quantum Computing:
z	Quantum Bits (Qubits): Classical computers use bits 

(binary digits) that can represent either 0 or 1.

�	Quantum computers, on the other hand, use 
qubits (quantum bits) that can exist in a superpo-
sition of both 0 and 1 states simultaneously.

�	This superposition allows qubits to represent and 
process a vast number of possibilities 
simultaneously.

z	Quantum Entanglement: Two or more qubits can 
become entangled, meaning their fates are linked, 
regardless of physical separation.
�	Measuring one entangled qubit instantly 

determines the state of the other.
�	This enables complex calculations involving 

correlated systems, like simulating the behavior 
of molecules.

z	Quantum Algorithms: Traditional algorithms designed 
for classical computers are not optimized for quantum 
computers.
�	New algorithms, like Shor’s algorithm for 

factoring large numbers, are specifically designed 
to exploit the unique properties of qubits, leading 
to exponential speedups for certain problems.

Applications and Potential Impact of Quantum Computing:
z	Materials Science: Quantum simulations can predict 

the properties of new materials at an atomic level, 
accelerating the development of materials with desired 
characteristics, like superconductors or high-efficiency 
solar cells.

z	Simulation and Modeling: Quantum computers can 
simulate complex quantum systems, such as molecular 
structures and chemical reactions, with unprecedented 
accuracy.
�	This capability has applications in materials 

science, drug discovery, and the development of 
new energy sources.

z	Fundamental Scientific Research: Quantum computers 
can aid in understanding the fundamental principles of 
quantum mechanics and exploring phenomena that 
are difficult or impossible to simulate on classical 
computers.
�	This could lead to breakthroughs in fields like 

high-energy physics, cosmology, and quantum 
gravity.

z	Optimization and Machine Learning: Quantum 
algorithms can be applied to solve complex optimization 
problems, such as logistics and scheduling, with 
potential applications in transportation, manufactu-
ring, and finance.
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z	Cryptography and Cybersecurity: Quantum computing 
offers opportunities for developing new quantum-
resistant cryptographic protocols and secure communi-
cation channels through quantum key distribution.
�	However, they also pose a significant threat to 

current cryptographic systems, as they can 
efficiently break widely used encryption methods 
like RSA and elliptic curve cryptography.

Conclusion:
While quantum computing is still in its early stages, 

with ongoing research and development efforts to overcome 
challenges such as error correction and scalability, it holds 
immense potential for revolutionizing various scientific fields 
by harnessing the principles of quantum mechanics.

21.	 Analyze the regulatory framework for genetically 
modified organisms in India. Discuss the potential 
benefits and risks associated with genetic modification 
technology.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by defining the Genetic modification 

technology
z	Highlight the regulatory framework for genetically 

modified organisms in India
z	Delve into potential benefits and risks associated 

with genetic modification technology.
z	Suggest a Way Forward
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Genetic modification technology, also known as 

genetic engineering, refers to the process of altering the 
genetic material of an organism by introducing, removing, 
or modifying specific genes.
z	In India, the application of this technology is governed by 

a comprehensive regulatory framework aimed at ensuring 
the safe development, handling, and commercialization 
of GMOs while harnessing their benefits.

Regulatory Framework for Genetically Modified Organisms 
in India:
z	Umbrella Legislation: The Environment (Protection) 

Act, 1986, provides the overarching framework.
z	Specific Rules: The Rules for the Manufacture/Use/

Import/Export and Storage of Hazardous 
Microorganisms, Genetically Engineered Organisms 
or Cells (1989) establish a regulatory process for GMOs.

z	Implementing Body: The Genetic Engineering 
Appraisal Committee (GEAC) functions as the apex 
body for approving research, development, 
commercialization, and import/export of GMOs.

�	Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee (RDAC) 
reviews developments in biotechnology at 
national and international level and recommend 
suitable and appropriate safety regulations for 
India in r-DNA research, use and applications.

z	State-Level Coordination: State Biosafety Coordination 
Committees (SBCCs) and District Level Committees 
(DLCs) support implementation at state and district 
levels.

Potential Benefits of Genetic Modification Technology:
z	Increased Crop Yields: Genetic modification can 

enhance crop yields by introducing traits like pest 
resistance, drought tolerance, and improved nutrient 
utilization, contributing to food security.
�	Example: Bt cotton, genetically modified to resist 

bollworm pests, has led to significant yield 
increases in India.

z	Improved Nutritional Quality: Biofortification through 
genetic modification can enhance the nutritional value 
of crops by increasing essential vitamins, minerals, 
and nutrients.
�	Example: Golden Rice, enriched with Vitamin A, 

has the potential to address micronutrient 
deficiencies in developing countries.

z	Reduced Pesticide and Herbicide Use: Crops genetically 
engineered for pest resistance or herbicide tolerance 
can reduce the need for chemical pesticides and 
herbicides, promoting sustainable agriculture and 
reducing environmental impact.

z	Medical and Pharmaceutical Applications: Genetic 
modification can contribute to the production of 
therapeutic proteins, vaccines, and other medical 
products through genetically modified microorganisms 
or plants.

Potential Risks and Concerns:
z	Environmental Risks: The unintended spread of 

transgenes from GMOs to non-target species (gene 
flow) and the potential impact on biodiversity and 
ecosystem balance are major concerns.
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z	Food Safety and Health Concerns: There are concerns 
about the potential allergenicity, toxicity, and long-
term health impacts of consuming genetically modified 
foods, although extensive studies have not found 
significant risks so far.

z	Ethical and Social Concerns: The patenting of 
genetically modified organisms and the potential 
monopolization of the seed industry by large 
corporations raise ethical and social concerns related 
to access, affordability, and farmers’ rights.

z	Regulatory and Biosafety Challenges: Ensuring robust 
risk assessment, monitoring, and enforcement of 
biosafety regulations remains a challenge, particularly 
in developing countries like India with resource 
constraints.

Way Forward
z	Post-Market Monitoring: Implementing stricter post-

market monitoring programs to track the long-term 
effects of GMOs once released into the environment.

z	Transparency and Labeling: Ensure clear labeling of 
GMO products to give consumers the right to choose.

z	Leveraging Technological Advancements: Promote 
research on newer, more precise gene editing 
techniques like CRISPR to minimize unintended 
consequences.
�	Develop robust risk assessment tools to 

comprehensively evaluate potential risks 
associated with specific GMOs before approval.

z	Promote stewardship and coexistence: Implementing 
robust biosafety measures, such as isolation distances, 
buffer zones, and containment strategies, to prevent 
gene flow of GMO and minimize environmental risks.
�	Encouraging the adoption of sustainable 

agricultural practices, such as integrated pest 
management and crop rotation, to reduce 
reliance on GMOs and chemical inputs.

z	Harmonization of Regulations: Collaborating with 
other countries to harmonize regulations for GMOs, 
ensuring a consistent global approach.
�	Promoting information sharing on GMO research 

and risk assessment findings.
Conclusion:

A robust regulatory framework, continuous monitoring, 
and inclusive stakeholder engagement are imperative for 
harnessing the potential of GMOs to enhance food security 
(SDG 2), promote sustainable agriculture (SDGs 2 and 15), 
and contribute to human health (SDG 3), while effectively 
managing the associated risks and addressing ethical, social, 
and environmental concerns.

Biodiversity & Environment
22.	 As human settlements expand and encroach on wildlife 

habitats, conflicts between humans and wild animals are 
increasing. Suggest measures for promoting coexistence 
between humans and wildlife.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by highlighting the gravity of human-

wildlife conflict
z	Give factors responsible for rising human-Animal 

conflict
z	Suggest measures for human-animal coexistence
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
The harmonious balance between human settlements 

and wildlife is under strain. In India, Government data for 
2022-23 recorded more than 8,800 wild animal attacks.
z	This escalating tension jeopardizes not only public 

safety but also the very existence of countless animal 
species.

Body:
Rising Human-Animal Conflict:
z	Habitat Loss and Fragmentation: As human settlements 

expand, natural habitats are being destroyed or 
fragmented, forcing wildlife to venture into human-
dominated areas in search of food, water, and shelter. 
This increases the likelihood of human-wildlife 
encounters and conflicts.
�	The construction of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 

High Speed Railway Project has led to concerns 
about the loss of habitats and disturbance of 
wildlife corridors, potentially increasing human-
animal conflicts in the region.

z	Climate Change and Environmental Degradation: 
Climate change and environmental degradation are 
altering habitats and disrupting the natural behavior 
and migration patterns of wildlife, leading them to 
venture into human-inhabited areas in search of 
resources.
�	Elephants, wildebeests and zebras are leaving 

Hwange National Park in Zimbabwe to escape the 
drought conditions in the southern African nation.

z	Agricultural Expansion and Crop Raiding: As 
agricultural activities expand into wildlife habitats, 
crop-raiding by animals becomes more frequent, 
leading to retaliation from farmers and conflicts with 
wildlife.
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�	In India’s northeast states like Assam, the 
expansion of tea plantations and agricultural 
activities has led to increased instances of 
elephant raids on crops.

z	Human Attitudes and Lack of Awareness: In some 
cases, negative attitudes towards wildlife, lack of 
awareness about their ecological importance, and 
misconceptions about their behavior can contribute to 
conflicts and retaliatory actions against animals.

Measures for Human-Animal Coexistence:

z	Landscape-Level Planning:
�	Habitat Corridors: Establishing crucial habitat 

corridors that connect fragmented habitats, 
allowing for wildlife movement without conflict 
with human settlements.

�	Urban Planning: Integrating green spaces and 
wildlife corridors into urban planning to create 
wildlife-friendly cities.

z	Mitigating Human-Wildlife Conflict:
�	Non-lethal Deterrents: Utilize fencing, guard 

animals (livestock guardian dogs), and scare 
tactics (lights, sounds) to deter wildlife from 
entering human settlements.

�	Compensation Schemes: Develop schemes to 
compensate for livestock predation or crop 
damage caused by wildlife, reducing resentment 
towards wildlife.

z	Community Engagement and Education:
�	Awareness Programs: Educating local 

communities through Forest Officials about the 
importance of wildlife conservation and 
coexistence strategies. This can foster a sense of 
responsibility and reduce fear.

�	Ecotourism and Livelihood Opportunities: 
Promoting ecotourism ventures that generate 
revenue for local communities, creating a vested 
interest in wildlife conservation.

z	Leveraging Technological Advancements:
�	Wildlife Monitoring: Utilize camera traps, drones, 

and other technologies to track wildlife 
movements and predict potential conflict zones.

�	Early Warning Systems: Developing early warning 
systems to alert local communities about 
approaching wildlife, allowing for preventive 
measures.

Conclusion:
By implementing a combination of habitat conservation, 

sustainable land-use practices, public awareness, and effective 
conflict management strategies, we can pave the way for a 
harmonious coexistence between humans and wildlife.

	Disaster Management
23.	 Urban areas are increasingly susceptible to disaster risks 

due to unplanned development and overcrowding. 
Suggest strategies for making urban infrastructure and 
communities more resilient to disasters.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by mentioning rising urbanization and 

pressure on urban infrastructure
z	Highlight how unplanned development and 

overcrowding make cities disaster magnets
z	Suggest strategies for making urban infrastructure 

and communities more resilient
z	Conclude by mentioning relevant SDG.

Introduction:
The United Nations projects that by 2050, nearly 

70% of the global population will reside in urban areas, 
placing unprecedented pressure on urban infrastructure 
and systems.
z	Urbanization is a global phenomenon, but when it 

happens haphazardly, it creates a recipe for disaster.
Unplanned Development and Overcrowding Make Cities 
Disaster Magnets Due to:
z	Reduced Capacity to Absorb Impacts:

�	Blocked Drainage Systems: Unplanned 
construction often leads to encroachment on 
natural drainage channels and wetlands.
�	This reduces the city’s capacity to absorb 

heavy rainfall, leading to flash floods and 
waterlogging.

�	Example: Gurugram’s chronic waterlogging 
is partly attributed to blocked storm water 
drains due to unplanned constructions.

�	Increased Surface Runoff: Uncontrolled 
expansion replaces natural landscapes with 
concrete jungles.
�	This reduces the infiltration of rainwater into 

the ground, leading to increased surface 
runoff and overwhelming drainage systems.

�	Example: The rising number of heatwaves 
days in Delhi is linked to the reduction in 
green cover due to unplanned urbanization.
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�	Overburdened Infrastructure: Existing 
infrastructure like power grids, water supply 
systems, and transportation networks were not 
designed to handle the surge in population that 
comes with unplanned development.
�	This leads to overloading and increased risk 

of failure during disasters.
�	Example: Power outages become more 

frequent and widespread during extreme 
weather events in cities with overloaded 
electrical grids.

z	Limited Access and Evacuation Challenges:
�	Narrow Streets and Congestion: Unplanned 

development often disregards the need for wide 
roads and open spaces.
�	This creates congested cityscapes with 

narrow streets, hindering emergency 
response and evacuation efforts.

�	Example: The 2011 tsunami in Japan 
highlighted the dangers of congested coastal 
areas with limited evacuation routes/

�	Informal Settlements and Slums: Overcrowding 
often leads to the proliferation of informal 
settlements and slums in high-risk zones like 
floodplains or hillsides.
�	These settlements lack basic infrastructure 

and are difficult to access during disasters.
z	Social and Economic Vulnerabilities:

�	Livelihood Loss and Displacement: Disasters 
disproportionately impact the poor and 
marginalized living in high-risk areas.
�	Loss of homes, businesses, and infrastructure 

can lead to economic hardship and 
displacement.

�	Example: The Chennai floods in 2015 
severely affected low-income communities 
living in coastal areas.

�	Limited Access to Resources: Overcrowding can 
strain resources like healthcare and sanitation.
�	This leaves communities less prepared to 

cope with the aftermath of a disaster and 
increases the risk of disease outbreaks.

�	Example: The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted 
the challenges of managing public health 
emergencies in densely populated areas.

Strategies for Enhancing Urban Resilience:
z	Risk-Informed Urban Planning: Implement 

comprehensive land-use planning that incorporates 
disaster risk assessments.

�	Developing and enforcing building codes tailored 
to local hazards, and restricting development in 
high-risk areas.

�	Example: Tokyo’s strict building codes ensure 
earthquake resistance.

z	Upgrading Infrastructure: Retrofit existing buildings 
and infrastructure to withstand disasters.
�	Improve drainage systems to prevent urban 

flooding and develop multi-purpose resilient 
infrastructure.

�	Example: Rotterdam’s water squares, which serve 
as both public spaces and flood control measures.

z	Green Infrastructure and Nature-Based Solutions: 
Preserve and expand urban green spaces to reduce the 
heat island effect and absorb flood water.
�	Implement green roofs and permeable 

pavements, and restore urban wetlands and 
mangroves for natural flood protection.

�	Singapore’s ABC (Active, Beautiful, Clean) Waters 
Programme is a notable example.

z	Early Warning Systems and Emergency Response: 
Develop integrated early warning systems for various 
hazards, establish community-based disaster response 
teams, and create evacuation plans with designated 
safe shelters.

z	Smart City Technologies: Utilize IoT sensors for real-
time monitoring of infrastructure and environmental 
conditions.
�	Implement AI-powered predictive maintenance 

systems and develop mobile apps for disaster 
alerts and information dissemination.

�	Example: Rio de Janeiro’s Operations Center 
integrates data from multiple agencies for 
effective disaster management.

z	Inclusive Resilience Strategies: Address the vulnerabili-
ties of marginalized communities in disaster planning.
�	Ensure accessibility of disaster information and 

services for all groups and promote social 
cohesion for community-based resilience.

�	Surat’s inclusive climate resilience strategy, 
focusing on slum communities, is a significant 
example.

Conclusion:
Unplanned development and overcrowding are ticking 

time bombs when it comes to disaster preparedness. 
By prioritizing sustainable urban planning, investing in 
resilient infrastructure, and empowering communities, we 
can mitigate these risks and build safer cities for the future 
and move towards achieving SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 
Communities.
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24.	 India faces increasingly frequent and severe heat waves. 
Suggest effective mitigation strategies for heatwave 
management in Indian cities.� (250 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by defining heatwaves
z	Highlight the factors responsible for intensified 

heatwaves in India
z	Give mitigation strategies for heatwaves in Indian 

cities
z	Conclude positively.

Introduction:
Heatwaves are prolonged periods of excessively hot 

weather, with temperatures significantly higher than the 
normal maximum for a particular region and time of year. As 
per IMD, the number of heatwave days in India has increased 
from 413 over 1981-1990 to 600 over 2011-2020.
Body:
Factors Responsible for Intensified Heatwaves in India:
z	Urban Heat Island Effect: Rapid urbanization and the 

expansion of cities have led to an increase in built-up 
areas, which absorb and retain more heat than natural 
landscapes. This creates urban heat islands, 
exacerbating the intensity of heatwaves in cities.
�	For example, Delhi and Mumbai have experienced 

higher temperatures compared to their 
surrounding rural areas due to this effect.

z	Deforestation and Loss of Green Cover: Deforestation 
and the reduction of green spaces in urban areas have 
diminished the natural cooling effects provided by 
vegetation.
�	The loss of green cover in cities like Bengaluru has 

contributed to an increase in heat wave intensity.
z	Climate Change and Global Warming: Rising global 

temperatures due to climate change have increased 
the frequency, duration, and intensity of heatwaves in 
India.

z	Lack of Preparedness and Adaptation Measures: 
Many Indian cities lack adequate preparedness and 
adaptation measures to cope with heatwaves.
�	Limited access to cooling infrastructure, 

inadequate early warning systems, and 
insufficient public awareness about heatwave 

risks contribute to the severity of their impacts. 
The lack of comprehensive heat action plans in 
many cities has left populations vulnerable.

z	Anthropogenic Activities: Human activities, such as 
industrial processes, transportation, and energy 
consumption, generate waste heat and greenhouse 
gas emissions, further contributing to the urban heat 
island effect and global warming.
�	The severe heat wave in Delhi in 2024, with 

temperatures reaching over 49°C in some areas.
Mitigation Strategies for Heatwaves in Indian Cities:
z	Heat-resistant Infrastructure: Promote the use of 

reflective materials for pavements and rooftops to 
reduce heat absorption.

z	Urban Greening Initiatives: Developing urban forests, 
parks, and rooftop gardens to create natural cooling 
sinks.
�	Encourage vertical gardens on building facades 

to provide insulation and reduce ambient air 
temperature.

z	Heat Action Plans: Develop and implement 
comprehensive heat action plans at the city level.
�	These plans should involve heat forecasting, real-

time alerts, and outreach programs to educate 
citizens about heat-related illnesses and 
preventive measures.

z	Vulnerable Population Outreach: Identify and target 
outreach programs towards vulnerable populations 
like the elderly, children, and those living in informal 
settlements who are more susceptible to heatstroke.

z	Smart Grid Management: Implement smart grid 
technologies to optimize power distribution and 
reduce peak demand during heatwaves. This can help 
prevent power outages that exacerbate heat stress.

Conclusion:
By adopting a holistic approach that combines urban 

planning, early warning systems, technological interventions, 
and community engagement, cities can build resilience 
and mitigate the devastating effects of heatwaves moving 
towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11: 
Sustainable Cities and Communities.

nnn
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Theoretical Questions
25.	 Discuss the ethical theories of utilitarianism and 

deontology. How do these theories differ in their 
approach to decision-making?� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by giving a background to emergence of 

utilitarianism and deontology
z	Give ethical theories of utilitarianism and deontology
z	Mention key difference in their approaches
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:
In moral philosophy, the quest to determine what 

constitutes right and wrong has led to the development of 
various ethical frameworks.
z	Among these, utilitarianism and deontology stand out 

as two of the most influential and widely debated 
theories.

z	Both offer distinct lenses through which to view moral 
dilemmas

Body:
Ethical Theories of Utilitarianism and Deontology
z	Utilitarianism:

�	Ethical Theory: Utilitarianism, championed by 
Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, emphasizes 
maximizing overall happiness or well-being for 
the greatest number of people.

�	Example: Consider a policy decision to demolish a 
historic building to create affordable housing for a 
large number of citizens.
�	A utilitarian would likely support this action 

despite the loss of a cultural landmark, as it 
benefits a greater number of people.

z	Deontology:
�	Ethical Theory: Deontology, with Immanuel Kant 

as its prominent figure, focuses on the inherent 
rightness or wrongness of actions, regardless of 
the consequences.
�	In this case, certain moral duties and 

principles are considered absolute and 
universal.

�	Example: A situation where a government official 
can secure a crucial economic deal by bribing a 
foreign official.

�	Despite the potential benefits for the nation’s 
economy, a deontologist would object to 
bribery as it violates the principle of honesty.

Key Difference in their Approaches:

Aspect Utilitarianism Deontology

Focus Consequences of 
actions

Adherence to moral 
rules or duties

Decision 
Basis

Outcomes and 
overall welfare

Intentions and 
adherence to moral 
laws

Flexibility High; actions 
judged by results

Low; actions judged 
by conformity to rules

Key 
Question

“What leads to the 
best outcome?”

“What is my moral 
duty?”

Main 
Criticism

Can justify 
unethical means 
for good ends

Can lead to rigid, 
impractical decisions

Application Often in public 
policy, economics

Often in personal 
ethics, human rights

Conclusion:
In the complexity of real-life ethical dilemmas, a 

nuanced understanding of both theories is valuable. Effective 
moral reasoning often requires balancing the deontological 
respect for duties and rights with the utilitarian consideration 
of outcomes and overall well-being.

26.	 Distinguish between distributive justice and procedural 
justice. How can principles of equity be incorporated into 
legal and social frameworks to ensure a just society? 
� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the significance 

of distributive justice and procedural justice
z	Difference between distributive justice and 

procedural justice
z	Suggest ways to incorporate equity into into legal 

and social frameworks
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
In the pursuit of a just society, two fundamental 

concepts emerge: distributive justice, which concerns the fair 
allocation of societal benefits and burdens, and procedural 
justice, which focuses on the fairness of decision-making 
processes.

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER-4
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z	As global challenges like inequality, climate change, 
and technological disruptions intensify, harmonizing 
distributive justice, procedural justice, and equity 
becomes not just a philosophical ideal but a practical 
necessity for social stability and human dignity.

Body:

Difference Between Distributive Justice and Procedural 
Justice

Aspect Distributive Justice Procedural Justice

Core 
Question

“Who gets what, and 
is it fair?”

“Is the decision-
making process 
fair?”

Focus Outcomes of 
distribution

Process of 
decision-making

Primary 
Concern

Fairness of allocation Fairness of 
procedures

Key 
Elements

Equality, equity, 
merit, need

Voice, neutrality, 
respect, trust

Historical Rooted in theories of 
social justice

Evolved from 
legal principles of 
natural justice

Theories/
Principles

Egalitarianism, 
meritocracy, need-
based, social contract

Due process, 
transparency, 
impartiality

Legal 
Examples

Progressive taxation Right to fair trial

Social 
Examples

Public healthcare, 
welfare programs

Public 
consultations, 
transparent hiring

Criticism Can ignore 
importance of 
process

Can make unfair 
outcomes seem 
fair

Incorporating Equity into into Legal and Social Frameworks:

z	Equity Impact Assessments: Implementing equity 
impact assessments for new policies, programs, and 
initiatives to evaluate their potential effects on 
marginalized communities.
�	Using these assessments to make informed 

decisions and prioritize equity in resource 
allocation and service delivery.

z	Data Collection and Analysis: Collecting disaggregated 
data based on race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic 
status, and other relevant factors to identify disparities 
and measure progress.

�	Analyzing data regularly to understand trends, 
identify gaps, and inform evidence-based 
policymaking.

z	Inclusive Hiring and Promotion Practices: 
Implementing policies and practices that promote 
diversity, equity, and inclusion within organizations, 
including equitable hiring processes, fair promotion 
criteria, and opportunities for professional 
development.

z	Equitable Access to Services and Resources: Ensuring 
equitable access to essential services such as 
healthcare, education, housing, and employment 
opportunities for all individuals.

z	Equity in Justice and Law Enforcement: Promote 
fairness and impartiality in the criminal justice system 
through reforms such as addressing racial profiling, 
promoting alternatives to incarceration, and 
supporting restorative justice approaches.

Conclusion:
The journey towards a just society is complex, requiring 

a delicate balance of distributive and procedural justice, 
infused with principles of equity. By striving for this balance, 
we can create a world where fairness is measured not just 
by what we allocate, but by how we make decisions and 
whether we uplift the most vulnerable. This is the essence 
of true justice: a society where every individual has a fair 
chance to thrive.

27.	 Analyze the ethical concerns surrounding social media 
use by public servants. Propose guidelines for ethical 
conduct based on public service values.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by highlighting the significance 

of social media
z	State the ethical concerns surrounding social media 

use by public servants
z	Propose appropriate guidelines for ethical conduct
z	Conclude suitably.

Introduction:
Social media has revolutionized communication, 

offering unprecedented opportunities for public servants to 
connect with citizens, promote transparency, and build trust. 
However, this powerful tool presents a double-edged sword.
z	Its misuse can undermine public trust, compromise 

sensitive information, and tarnish government 
reputations.
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Body:
Ethical Concerns Surrounding Social Media Use by Public 
Servants:
z	Confidentiality and Privacy Public servants have access 

to sensitive information and are bound by confidentiality 
obligations.
�	Inadvertent disclosure of confidential information 

on social media can have serious consequences.
�	Example: An IAS officer posted on Instagram with 

their official vehicle even before the official 
announcement of the designation.

z	Conflict of Interest: Social media interactions with 
companies or individuals seeking preferential 
treatment can create a perception of bias.
�	Example: A city council member endorses a 

construction company on social media before 
awarding them a contract.

z	Misinformation and Bias: Public servants may struggle 
to maintain neutrality on controversial topics, 
potentially swaying public opinion.
�	Example: A police officer shares an unverified 

news article about a crime, fueling public outrage.
z	Reputational Risk: Inappropriate personal posts or 

online behavior can damage the public image of the 
government.
�	Example: A diplomat’s offensive social media 

comments ( like recent comments of Maldivian 
Politician on India’s Prime Minister social media 
post), spark a diplomatic crisis.

z	Erosion of Public Trust: Excessive focus on personal 
lives or partisan posts can undermine public trust in 
the professionalism of public servants.
�	Example: A government official spends more time 

posting selfies and grand entry videos than 
engaging with people.

z	Misuse of Official Resources: Public resources should 
be used solely for official purposes and not for personal 
gain or benefit.
�	Social media use during work hours or on 

government-issued devices can be considered a 
misuse of resources.

�	Example: A public servant using their official 
vehicles or office premises to make reels.

Proposed Guidelines for Ethical Conduct:
z	Implement Robust Social Media Training: Provide 

comprehensive training programs on the appropriate 
use of social media for all public servants.

�	Making training mandatory and requiring periodic 
refresher courses to keep up with evolving social 
media trends and best practices.

z	Clear Social Media Policy: Developing and 
implementing a comprehensive social media policy like 
the Uttar Pradesh Police recent Social Media Policy 
that outlines expectations, responsibilities, and 
boundaries for public servants.
�	Providing training and awareness programs to 

ensure understanding and compliance with the 
policy.

z	Separation of Personal and Professional Accounts: 
Encouraging public servants to maintain separate 
personal and professional social media accounts.
�	Personal accounts should be clearly identified as 

such and not used for official purposes.
z	Responsible Use of Official Resources: Clearly defining 

acceptable use of official resources, including devices, 
email accounts, and social media platforms.
�	Establishing mechanisms for monitoring and 

reporting misuse of resources.
z	Professional Conduct and Accountability: Emphasize 

the importance of maintaining a high standard of 
professional conduct on social media.
�	Implementing disciplinary measures for breaches 

of conduct, such as inappropriate posts or 
behavior.

Conclusion:
By implementing comprehensive guidelines and 

fostering a culture of ethical social media use, public servants 
can leverage the benefits of social media while upholding 
the highest standards of integrity, accountability, and public 
service values.

28.	 Ethical relativism suggests morality is relative to a 
particular culture or society. Discuss.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by defining Ethical Relativism
z	Give Arguments in Favour of Ethical Relativism
z	Delve into Arguments Against Ethical Relativism
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:
Ethical relativism is a philosophical theory that argues 

moral judgments are not absolute or universal, but rather 
relative to the norms and values of a particular culture or 
society.
z	This perspective challenges the idea of objective 

moral principles that apply to everyone, everywhere.
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Arguments For Ethical Relativism:
z	Cultural Diversity and Respect: Different societies 

have developed their own unique cultural traditions, 
belief systems, and value systems over centuries of 
evolution.
�	Ethical relativism acknowledges and respects this 

diversity.
�	Example: The practice of polygamy, which is 

accepted in some cultures but condemned as 
immoral in others.

z	Changing Moral Norms and Social Evolution: Moral 
values and ethical principles are not static; they evolve 
and change within societies over time, influenced by 
social, political, and technological developments.
�	Ethical relativism allows for this adaptation and 

evolution of moral norms based on changing 
social and cultural contexts.

�	Example: The gradual acceptance of same-sex 
relationships and LGBTQ+ rights,, which were 
previously condemned or criminalized.

z	Avoiding Moral Imperialism: Ethical relativism 
prevents the imposition of one culture’s moral values 
on another, promoting respect for cultural autonomy 
and self-determination.
�	It avoids the perception of moral imperialism or 

cultural hegemony, which can be seen as a form 
of oppression or neo-colonialism.

z	Limits of Universal Principles: Ethical Relativism 
realizes that defining universal moral principles can be 
challenging. What constitutes “harm” or “respect” 
might differ across cultures.
�	Example: Capital punishment is considered 

barbaric in some cultures, but a form of justice in 
others.

Arguments Against Ethical Relativism:
z	Cultural Practices vs. Universal Wrongs: Some cultural 

practices, like female genital mutilation or child 
marriage, violate basic human rights. Ethical relativism 
risks justifying harmful traditions.

z	Overlooking Internal Dissent and Diversity: Ethical 
relativism may overlook or suppress dissenting voices 
and alternative perspectives within cultures, stifling 
individual freedom and moral agency.
�	Example: Feminist movements challenging 

traditional cultural norms and advocating for 
social change within their societies.

z	Moral Nihilism and Ethical Subjectivism: Taken to an 
extreme, ethical relativism can lead to moral nihilism, 
where no objective moral truths or principles are 
recognized, and ethical decisions become purely 
subjective and arbitrary.
�	Example: Individuals or groups justifying harmful 

or unethical actions based solely on their personal 
beliefs or cultural preferences, without any 
objective moral foundation.

z	Moral Inconsistency and Hypocrisy: Cultures or 
societies may selectively apply relativistic principles, 
accepting certain universal moral standards while 
rejecting others based on cultural convenience or self-
interest.
�	Example: A society that condemns certain human 

rights violations but tolerates others, such as 
discrimination against minority groups, based on 
cultural traditions or political expediency.

z	Lack of Moral Accountability: Ethical relativism can 
undermine moral accountability and make it difficult to 
hold individuals or societies responsible for unethical 
actions.
�	Example: Leaders or governments justifying 

atrocities or oppression by claiming they are 
consistent with their cultural values, without 
being held accountable to universal moral 
standards.

Conclusion:
Ethical relativism compels us to be mindful of cultural 

contexts. Yet, a commitment to core moral values remains 
crucial. Navigating this complex terrain requires a thoughtful 
approach that respects cultural diversity while upholding 
universal ethical principles.

29.	 Explore the contrasting approaches of the Ethics of Care 
and the Ethics of Justice. Discuss how a civil servant might 
navigate situations where these ethical principles seem 
to conflict.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce by linking Ethics of Care and the Ethics of 

Justice with civil servants
z	Highlight the contrasting approaches of the Ethics of 

Care and the Ethics of Justice
z	Suggest ways to navigate situations where these 

ethical principles seem to conflict
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.
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Introduction:
The ethical landscape for a civil servant is a complex 

terrain. Two dominant yet contrasting frameworks guide 
moral decision-making: Ethics of Care (EoC) and Ethics of 
Justice (EoJ).
z	Understanding these contrasting approaches and 

navigating their potential conflicts is crucial for effective 
and ethical governance.

Body:
Ethics of Care vs. Ethics of Justice:

Aspect Ethics of Care(EoC) Ethics of Justice 
(EoJ)

Philosophical 
roots

Feminist philosophy 
(e.g., Carol Gilligan, 
Nel Noddings)

Traditional moral 
philosophy (e.g., 
John Rawls, 
Immanuel Kant)

Core focus Relationships, 
context, empathy

Universal principles, 
fairness, impartiality

Key values Compassion, 
responsibility, 
attentiveness

Equality, rights, duty

View of 
individuals

Interconnected, 
part of social 
networks

Autonomous agents 
with rights

Moral 
reasoning

Narrative-based, 
contextual

Abstract, principle-
based

Conflict 
resolution

Seeks to maintain 
relationships, 
minimize harm

Aims for fair 
outcomes based on 
rules

Concept of 
justice

Contextual, based 
on needs and 
relationships

Universal, based on 
equality and rights

Primary ethical 
question

“How to respond?” “What’s fair?”

View of 
autonomy

Relational 
autonomy

Individual self-
determination

Potential 
weaknesses

May lead to 
favoritism or bias

May overlook 
individual 
circumstances

Application in 
policy

Community-based, 
responsive

Standardized, 
universally applied

Navigate Situations Where These Ethical Principles Seem 
to Conflict:
z	Context-Specific Analysis:

�	Identify Stakeholders and Needs: Analyze the 
specific context, including the individuals or 
groups involved, their needs, and potential harms.

�	This helps determine which ethical framework 
(EoC’s focus on relationships or EoJ’s focus 
on rights) is most relevant.

�	Example: A civil servant might prioritize enforcing 
pollution regulations (EoJ) in an industrial area to 
protect the health of residents (EoC).

z	Multi-Level Reasoning:
�	Harmonize Principles: Exploring if there’s a way 

to achieve the goals of both frameworks.
�	Can a fair policy (EoJ) be implemented with 

care and empathy (EoC)?
�	Example: A policy requiring stricter safety 

standards in construction (EoJ) might lead to job 
losses (against EoC).
�	The civil servant might explore training 

programs (EoC) to help workers transition to 
safer jobs.

z	Transparency and Participation:
�	Involve Stakeholders: Include those affected in 

the decision-making process. This fosters trust 
(EoC), helps gather valuable information about 
the context, and potentially leads to solutions 
that consider both fairness (EoJ) and specific 
needs (EoC).

�	Example: In a land acquisition project, a civil 
servant might hold consultations with both the 
acquiring company and the affected community 
(EoC).
�	This allows for exploring fair compensation 

(EoJ) while understanding the community’s 
specific concerns (EoC).

z	Utilizing Procedural Justice:
�	Fairness in Process: Even when a decision favors 

one framework over the other, ensure the process 
itself is fair and transparent (EoJ).
�	This upholds the principles of impartial 

decision-making and accountability.
�	Example: Denying a permit to a factory violating 

environmental regulations can be done with a 
transparent appeals process (EoJ), allowing the 
company to address the concerns while upholding 
fairness.

Conclusion:
By understanding EoC and EoJ, and skillfully navigating 

their potential conflicts, civil servants can make well-rounded 
ethical decisions. This fosters governance that is not only just 
but also humane, ultimately leading to a more equitable and 
harmonious society.
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30.	 Critically examine the relationship between rights and 
duties in a democracy. How do individual rights some-
times come into conflict with societal duties? (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining rights and duties
z	Highlight the relationship between rights and duties
z	Delve into potential conflicts between rights and 

duties
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.

Introduction:
Democracy thrives on a delicate balance between 

individual rights and societal duties. These concepts are not 
mutually exclusive; they are intertwined.
z	Rights empower individuals, fostering a sense of 

agency and participation in the social fabric.
z	Duties, on the other hand, bind individuals to a 

collective good, ensuring social order and progress
Body:
Relationship Between Rights and Duties:
z	Rights as Enablers of Civic Participation: Individual 

rights in a democracy enable citizens to participate 
actively in the governance process, fostering a vibrant 
civil society.
�	Example: The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 

2005 empowers Indian citizens to seek information 
from public authorities, promoting transparency 
and accountability.

z	Duties as Pillars of Social Responsibility: Societal 
duties instill a sense of collective responsibility, 
ensuring the smooth functioning of democratic 
institutions and processes.
�	Example: The duty to vote in elections, though 

not legally mandated in India, is crucial for 
maintaining the democratic fabric of the nation

z	Symbiotic Relationship: Rights and duties in a 
democracy are two sides of the same coin, existing in a 
symbiotic relationship.
�	Example: The Indian Constitution enshrines 

Fundamental Rights (Part III) and Fundamental 
Duties (Part IV-A), highlighting their interconnected 
nature in the democratic framework.

Potential Conflicts between Rights and Duties:
z	Freedom of Expression vs. Public Order: While the 

right to free speech allows for dissent, it can conflict 
with the duty to maintain public order.
�	Hate speech or incitement to violence can disrupt 

social peace. Striking a balance is crucial.

z	Property Rights vs. Development: The right to own 
property is essential, but development projects often 
require land acquisition, potentially displacing individuals.
�	The government’s duty to promote development 

for the larger good can clash with the rights of 
those displaced.

z	Religious Freedom vs. Gender Equality: India’s secular 
fabric allows for freedom of religion.
�	However, practices deemed detrimental, like Sati 

(widow burning), have been outlawed despite 
religious ties.

�	The duty to uphold gender equality takes 
precedence over absolute religious freedom in 
such cases.

z	Privacy vs. National Security: The right to privacy 
protects personal information. However, the state has 
a duty to maintain national security, potentially 
requiring data collection for investigations.
�	The Aadhaar program raises concerns about 

privacy vs. security benefits.
z	Environmental Rights vs. Livelihoods: The right to a 

clean environment is crucial. However, regulations to 
protect the environment can sometimes affect the 
livelihoods of those who depend on exploiting natural 
resources.
�	Example: Regulations on sand mining to protect 

rivers can impact the livelihoods of sand miners.
Conclusion:

The relationship between individual rights and societal 
duties in a democracy is a dynamic one, constantly evolving 
alongside societal values and advancements. By fostering 
a culture of mutual respect and collective responsibility, 
India’s democracy can ensure that individual rights flourish 
alongside a strong sense of societal duty, ultimately leading 
to a just and equitable society for all.

31.	 The concept of intrinsic value suggests that nature has 
value independent of its utility to humans. Discuss the 
ethical implications of this perspective on environmental 
policymaking.� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining the concept of 

intrinsic value
z	Highlight ethical point of view of Intrinsic Values 

using ethical theories
z	Delve into Key Ethical Implications on Environmental 

Policymaking
z	Conclude in a balanced manner.
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Introduction:
The concept of intrinsic value challenges the 

anthropocentric view that nature’s worth is solely based 
on its usefulness to humans. It posits that nature has 
inherent value, independent of its utility. This perspective 
has significant ethical implications for environmental 
policymaking, demanding a shift in our relationship with the 
natural world.
Intrinsic Value:
z	Deontological Perspective: Nature has inherent rights 

and moral standing.
�	Humans have a duty to respect and protect 

nature, regardless of consequences.
z	Virtue Ethics: Recognizing nature’s intrinsic value 

cultivates environmental virtues like humility, respect, 
and stewardship.

z	Consequentialist View: Preserving nature’s intrinsic 
value leads to better long-term outcomes for both 
ecosystems and humanity.

Key Ethical Implications on Environmental Policymaking.:
z	Expanding Moral Considerability: Balancing the 

interests of humans against those of nature poses an 
ethical dilemma.
�	Environmental impact assessments should be 

more holistic and transparent and must consider 
nature as a subject.

�	An example is New Zealand’s granting of legal 
personhood to the Whanganui River, recognizing 
its intrinsic right to “live and flourish.”

z	Intergenerational Justice: It is an obligation to preserve 
nature for future generations, which is also an ethical 
principle.
�	Long-term conservation strategies should 

transcend short-term economic gains, such as the 
creation of “Forever Wild” land designations that 
provide permanent protection to natural areas.

z	Redefining Progress and Development: The ethical 
question of whether economic growth should be 
pursued at the expense of nature’s intrinsic value 
arises.
�	Integrating ecological preservation into 

development goals is crucial.
�	Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness index, which 

includes ecological diversity as a key metric, 
exemplifies this approach.

z	Challenging Anthropocentrism: Moving from a 
human-centered to an eco-centered worldview 
represents an ethical shift.

�	Policies should protect species or ecosystems 
based on their inherent worth, such as 
conservation efforts for species like the giant 
panda, which have limited ecological function but 
intrinsic value.

z	Valuing Different Aspects of Nature: Prioritizing 
between different intrinsic values in nature, such as 
individual animal welfare versus ecosystem health, 
poses an ethical challenge.
�	Developing frameworks to navigate conflicts 

between different environmental values is crucial, 
as seen in debates over the ethics of captive 
breeding programs for endangered species.

z	Reshaping Human-Nature Relationship: Moving from 
domination to partnership with nature represents an 
ethical ideal.
�	Encouraging circular economies should guide 

policy direction. Policies promoting agroecology 
and permaculture as alternatives to industrial 
agriculture illustrate this approach.

z	Expanding Environmental Justice: Justice for nature as 
an extension of social justice is an important ethical 
principle. It’s the need of the hour to extend legal 
frameworks allowing for the representation of nature’s 
interests.
�	Madras High Court grants mother nature ‘living 

being’ status with rights and duties is a significant 
step in this direction.

Conclusion
Recognizing the intrinsic value of nature calls for a 

fundamental reevaluation of our relationship with the natural 
world, pushing us to develop policies that respect the inherent 
worth of ecosystems and species along with sustainable 
development.

32.	 C o m p a re  a n d  c o n t ra s t  V i r t u e  E t h i c s  w i t h 
Consequentialism. Which approach do you think is most 
valuable for building a strong ethical character in a civil 
servant?� (150 words)

Approach:
z	Introduce the answer by defining virtue ethics and 

consequentialism
z	Compare virtue ethics with consequentialism
z	Highlight how virtue ethics and consequentialism 

offer significant value for civil servants
z	Conclude positively.
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Introduction:
Virtue Ethics and Consequentialism are two key ethical 

theories. Virtue Ethics focuses on the character and virtues of 
a person, emphasizing moral character over specific actions.
z	Consequentialism, on the other hand, judges the 

morality of actions based on their outcomes, with 
utilitarianism seeking to maximize overall happiness or 
utility.

Body:
Comparing Virtue Ethics with Consequentialism:

Aspect Virtue Ethics Consequentialism

Core Focus Character and moral 
virtues

Outcomes of actions

Key Question “What would a 
virtuous person do?”

“What action will 
produce the best 
results?”

Ethical Basis Virtues (e.g., honesty, 
courage, compassion)

Consequences of 
actions

Decision-
making

Based on cultivated 
virtues and practical 
wisdom

Based on calculation 
of expected outcomes

Flexibility Context-sensitive, 
adaptable to 
situations

Universal principles, 
but adaptable to new 
information

Accountability Judges the person’s 
character

Judges the results of 
actions

Weaknesses May lack clear action 
guidance in some 
situations

Can potentially justify 
unethical means for 
“good” ends

Value for Civil Servants:
Both virtue ethics and consequentialism offer significant 

value for building strong ethical character in civil servants. A 
comprehensive approach incorporating elements from both 
frameworks is likely to be most effective.
z	Comprehensive Decision-Making: Virtue ethics can 

guide overall character and intentions, while 
consequentialism can inform specific policy choices.

z	Balancing Competing Interests: The combination helps 
in navigating tensions between personal integrity and 
maximizing public good.

z	Ethical Resilience: Virtue ethics provides a stable moral 
foundation, while consequentialism offers tools for 
tackling complex policy challenges.

z	Public Trust and Effectiveness: Strong character (virtue 
ethics) combined with a focus on positive outcomes 
(consequentialism) can enhance both public trust and 
government effectiveness.

z	Ethical Leadership: The dual approach equips civil 
servants to be both moral exemplars and effective 
problem-solvers.

Conclusion:
While both approaches are crucial, virtue ethics might 

be considered slightly more important for civil servants 
because it forms the foundational character upon which 
all decisions are based. A civil servant with a strong ethical 
character is more likely to consistently make good decisions 
and resist corruption, even in situations where consequences 
are uncertain or hard to measure.

Case Study
You are the District Collector of a drought-prone area. 

The government has allocated funds for a major irrigation 
project that promises to benefit thousands of farmers. 
However, during the initial survey, it’s discovered that 
the project will require the displacement of a small tribal 
community of 500 people from their ancestral lands. The 
community lacks formal land ownership documents but has 
been living there for generations. They are unwilling to move, 
citing cultural and spiritual connections to the land.

As you begin stakeholder consultations, you learn 
that some influential local politicians and businessmen 
stand to gain significantly from the irrigation project. They 
are pressuring you to expedite the process and minimize 
interaction with the tribal community. Meanwhile, a group 
of environmental activists has raised concerns about the 
project’s potential negative impact on the local ecosystem, 
particularly on a rare species of fish found only in the river 
that will be diverted for irrigation. You have to navigate the 
situation with sensitivity and balance competing interests.
	 A.	 What are the stakeholders involved in this case?
	 B.	 What are the ethical dilemmas you face as the 

District Collector in this situation?
	 X.	 Outline the steps you would take to address this 

situation, ensuring a balance between development 
goals and the rights of the tribal community. How 
would you ensure transparency and fairness in the 
process?

Introduction:
A drought-stricken district faces a dilemma. A vital 

irrigation project threatens to displace a tribal community 
and harm the environment. The District Collector must 
balance development needs with the community’s rights and 
environmental concerns, ensuring transparency and fairness 
throughout the process.
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Body:
What are the stakeholders involved in this case?

Stakeholder Interests/Concerns

Tribal 
Community

Preservation of ancestral lands, cultural 
and spiritual connections, lack of 
formal land ownership documents, 
resistance to displacement.

Farmers Benefits from the irrigation project, 
improved agricultural productivity, 
access to water.

Local Politicians Economic and political gains from 
the project, pressure to expedite the 
process.

Businessmen Economic benefits from the project, 
p o t e n t i a l  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t 
opportunities.

Environmental 
Activists

Protection of the local ecosystem, 
concerns about the rare fish species, 
standing against environmental impact 
of the project.

Government Successfu l  implementat ion  of 
the irrigation project, balancing 
development and environmental 
protection, addressing the needs of all 
stakeholders.

District Collector Ensuring fair and ethical decision-
making,  managing stakeholder 
interests, successful project execution, 
and compliance with regulations.

What are the ethical dilemmas you face as the District 
Collector in this situation?
z	Rights of the Marginalized vs. Greater Good

�	Protecting the rights and heritage of the tribal 
community (500 people)

�	Providing irrigation benefits to thousands of 
farmers

z	Traditional Land Rights vs. Legal Documentation
�	Respecting the tribal community’s ancestral claim 

to the land
�	Adhering to formal land ownership laws and 

documentation requirements
z	Cultural Preservation vs. Economic Development

�	Preserving the tribal community’s cultural and 
spiritual connections

�	Promoting regional economic growth through the 
irrigation project

z	Environmental Conservation vs. Agricultural Progress
�	Protecting the local ecosystem and the rare fish 

species
�	Improving agricultural productivity through 

irrigation
z	Ethical Governance vs. Political Pressure

�	Maintaining integrity and following due process
�	Responding to pressure from influential politicians 

and businessmen
z	Short-term Gains vs. Long-term Sustainability

�	Quick economic benefits from the irrigation 
project

�	Long-term environmental and cultural 
sustainability

Outline the steps you would take to address this situation, 
ensuring a balance between development goals and the 
rights of the tribal community. How would you ensure 
transparency and fairness in the process?
z	Data Collection and Verification:

�	Conduct a thorough socio-economic and cultural 
impact assessment of the displacement of the 
tribal community.

�	Work with anthropologists and social workers to 
document their history, cultural practices, and 
reliance on the land.

�	Collaborate with the Forest Department to verify 
the community’s presence and traditional use of 
the land (even without formal ownership 
documents).

z	Stakeholder Engagement:
�	Hold open and transparent consultations with the 

tribal community, explaining the project’s 
benefits and potential displacement.

�	Facilitate dialogue with local politicians and 
businessmen, addressing their concerns while 
emphasizing the need for a fair and legal process.

�	Engage with environmentalists, incorporating 
their concerns into the project design (e.g., fish 
passage in canals) and exploring mitigation 
strategies.

z	Exploring Alternatives:
�	Investigate alternative project designs that 

minimize displacement, such as micro-irrigation 
techniques or optimizing canal routes.

�	Explore possibilities of land acquisition from 
willing sellers or unused government land to 
compensate the displaced community.



41  MAINS ANSWER WRITING CONSOLIDATION JUNE (2024) www.dr ish t i IAS.com

z	Compensation and Resettlement:
�	If displacement is unavoidable, developing a fair 

compensation package, considering loss of 
livelihood, cultural resources, and emotional 
attachment to the land.

�	Work with the community to identify suitable 
resettlement options, ideally with access to 
fertile land, water resources, and infrastructure.

�	Include provisions for cultural preservation and 
livelihood restoration in the resettlement plan.

z	Transparency and Fairness:
�	Publish all project documents, including 

environmental impact assessments and 
compensation plans, in local languages for public 
access.

�	Establish a grievance redressal mechanism for 
the community to voice concerns and seek 
solutions.

�	Involve independent monitors, such as NGOs or 
legal representatives, to oversee the compensation 
and resettlement process.

Conclusion:
With careful planning, inclusive dialogue, and ethical 

leadership, it is possible to navigate such complex situations 
and strive for outcomes that benefit the wider community 
while protecting the rights of marginalized groups. 
Ultimately, this case serves as a reminder that sustainable 
development requires a holistic view that considers social, 
environmental, and economic factors in equal measure.

You are the District Collector of a coastal district. A 
severe cyclone is expected to make landfall in your district 
within 48 hours. The meteorological department has issued 
a red alert, warning of wind speeds up to 150 km/h, heavy 
rainfall, and potential storm surges.

Your district has a population of about 5 lakh people, 
with 2 lakh living in low-lying coastal areas at high risk of 
flooding. The district has limited evacuation centers, and 
moving such a large number of people on short notice poses 
significant logistical challenges. The district hospital is located 
in a low-lying area and houses 200 patients, including 50 in 
the ICU. Moving them would be risky and time-consuming.

Additionally, there’s a large fishing community that is 
reluctant to leave their boats and homes, as they fear looting 
in their absence. Many of them also doubt the severity of the 
weather forecast, based on past experiences where cyclone 
warnings didn’t materialize into major events.

Questions:

1.	 Who are the key stakeholders involved in this case?

2.	 What immediate course of action will you take to ensure 
the safety and evacuation of the population, particularly 
those in high-risk areas?

3.	 What long-term measures can be implemented to 
improve disaster preparedness and resilience in your 
coastal district?

Introduction:
The District Collector of a coastal district is facing a 

severe cyclone expected to make landfall within 48 hours, 
with warnings of 150 km/h winds, heavy rainfall, and storm 
surges. The district, home to 5 lakh people, has 2 lakh in high-
risk coastal areas, posing logistical challenges for evacuation 
due to limited centers.
z	Effective coordination and swift action are crucial to 

ensure public safety.
Body:
z	Who are the key stakeholders involved in this case?

Stakeholder Group Role/Responsibility

District Administration 
(including District 
Collector)

Overall coordination, decision-
making, and implementation 
of evacuation and emergency 
measures.

Meteorological 
Department

Providing weather forecasts, 
updates, and warnings.

Local Police Maintaining law and order, 
assisting with evacuations, and 
preventing looting.

Health Department Managing healthcare facilities, 
ensuring patient safety, 
and coordinating medical 
evacuations if needed.

District Hospital Staff Caring for patients, especially 
those in critical condition, and 
preparing for potential emergency 
evacuations.

Fire and Rescue Services Conducting rescue operations, 
clearing debris, and assisting 
with evacuations.

N a t i o n a l  D i s a s t e r 
Response Force (NDRF)

Providing specialized support for 
search and rescue operations, and 
disaster management.

Local Government 
Officials

Coordinating with communities, 
providing local insights, and 
assisting with logistics.
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Community Leaders Communicating with residents, 
especially those in vulnerable 
areas, and encouraging 
compliance with evacuation 
orders.

Fishing Community Protecting their boats and homes, 
and coordinating their evacuation 
or securing their assets.

Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs)

Providing additional support, 
resources, and relief supplies to 
affected populations.

Media Broadcasting warnings, updates, 
and emergency information to 
the public.

Utility Services (Water, 
Electricity, etc.)

Ensuring the safety and continuity 
of essential services and quick 
restoration in case of damage.

Transportation Services Providing vehicles and logistical 
support for evacuation efforts.

Volunteers Assisting with various tasks such 
as evacuation, distribution of 
relief materials, and providing 
support to responders.

What immediate course of action will you take to ensure 
the safety and evacuation of the population, particularly 
those in high-risk areas?
z	Immediate Emergency Response Activation:

�	Convene an emergency meeting with all key 
officials and stakeholders

�	Activate the District Disaster Management Plan 
according to the NDMA guidelines on cyclones.

�	Establish a 24/7 control room for coordinating all 
activities

�	Request additional resources and support from 
the state government

z	Evacuation Strategy:
�	Priority Evacuation Zones: Identify and prioritize 

the most vulnerable 2 lakh people in low-lying 
coastal areas
�	Map out safe evacuation routes and designate 

pickup points
�	Evacuation Centers: Identify and prepare all 

available government buildings, schools, and 
community halls as evacuation centers.
�	Coordinate with neighboring districts for 

additional shelter capacity
�	Ensure basic amenities (food, water, 

sanitation) at all centers

�	Transportation: Mobilize all available government 
vehicles, buses, and boats for evacuation.
�	Coordinate with private transportation 

providers for additional support
�	Establish a clear schedule and system for 

evacuation transportation.
�	Hospital and Medical Preparedness: Assess the 

structural integrity of the district hospital.
�	If evacuation is necessary:
�	Coordinate with nearby hospitals and 

medical facilities for patient transfer
�	Prioritize moving ICU patients with specialized 

medical teams and equipment
�	Ensure continuity of care during and after 

relocation
�	If evacuation is not feasible:

�	Strengthen the hospital structure with 
sandbags and other reinforcements

�	Ensure backup power supply and essential 
medical supplies

�	Station rescue teams nearby for immediate 
post-cyclone support

�	Fishing Community Engagement: Engaging 
community leaders and local officials for direct 
communication.
�	Provide concrete evidence of the cyclone’s 

severity (satellite images, expert briefings) to 
the community and accelerate evacuation.

�	Implement strict security measures in 
evacuated areas to prevent looting

�	Consider legal measures if necessary to 
enforce evacuation

�	Public Communication and Awareness: Utilize all 
available media channels (TV, radio, social media, 
SMS) for constant updates.
�	Deploy vehicles with loudspeakers in 

vulnerable areas.
�	Address skepticism by sharing scientific data 

and emphasizing the unusual severity of the 
approaching cyclone

�	Critical Infrastructure Protection: Secure power 
stations, water treatment plants, and 
communication towers.
�	Coordinate with relevant departments for 

quick post-cyclone restoration of services
�	Continuous Monitoring and Adaptation: 

Maintain constant communication with the 
meteorological department.
�	Be prepared to modify plans based on 

changing cyclone trajectory or intensity.
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What long-term measures can be implemented to improve 
disaster preparedness and resilience in your coastal district?
z	Infrastructure Development:

�	Upgrading Evacuation Centers: Increasing the 
capacity and improving the living conditions of 
existing evacuation centers.
�	Exploring alternative evacuation facilities like 

schools, community halls, and public 
buildings located on higher ground.

�	Building Seawalls and Breakwaters: Investing in 
coastal protection infrastructure like seawalls and 
breakwaters to mitigate the impact of storm 
surges and flooding in high-risk areas.

�	Fortifying Critical Infrastructure: Elevating or 
relocating critical infrastructure like the district 
hospitals to areas less prone to flooding and 
storm surges.

z	Community Engagement and Capacity Building:
�	Public Awareness Campaigns: Conducting regular 

public awareness campaigns regarding disaster 
preparedness, educating residents on cyclone 
risks, early warning signs, evacuation procedures, 
and safety measures.

�	Community Disaster Management Committees: 
Establishing and empowering community-based 
disaster management committees with trained 
volunteers.
�	These committees would play a crucial role in 

disseminating information, organizing mock 
drills, and assisting in evacuations.

�	Livelihood Diversification: Encouraging the 
fishing community to diversify their livelihoods 
beyond fishing, reducing their dependence on 
boats during disasters.
�	This could involve training programs in 

aquaculture, carpentry, or small businesses.
z	Improved Communication and Planning:

�	Early Warning Systems: Investing in robust early 
warning systems that utilize various 
communication channels like sirens, SMS alerts, 
and local media to ensure timely warnings reach 
every resident.

�	Evacuation Plans: Develop comprehensive 
evacuation plans with clear routes, designated 
assembly points, and transportation 
arrangements for vulnerable populations.

�	Inventory and Resource Management: Maintain 
a detailed inventory of essential supplies like 
food, water, medicine, and building materials.
�	Establish partnerships with NGOs and 

private companies for additional resources 
during disasters.

z	Addressing Local Concerns:
�	Community Policing: To address the fishing 

community’s concerns about looting, implement 
community policing programs and neighborhood 
watch initiatives during disaster evacuations.

�	Historical Data Analysis: Partner with 
meteorological departments to analyze historical 
data and improve the accuracy of weather 
forecasts. This can help build trust in future 
warnings.

Conclusion:
The approaching cyclone presents a critical opportunity. 

By implementing the proposed measures, the district can 
build resilience for future threats. This proactive approach 
saves lives, minimizes damage, and fosters a swift recovery. 
Most importantly, it empowers the community to become 
active participants in their own safety. This shift from reactive 
to proactive disaster management will ensure a more secure 
future for the coastal district.

As the Superintendent of Police in Reasi, you have just 
received a distressing report about a terrorist attack on a bus 
carrying pilgrims. The strike, which claimed the lives of nine 
civilians, has sent shockwaves through the region, shattering 
the relative calm that had prevailed in recent years.

The timing of the attack could not be more precarious, 
as the region gears up for the upcoming assembly elections. 
You now find yourself at a critical juncture, tasked with 
immediate relief measures and devising a comprehensive 
strategy to address this resurgence of terrorist activities while 
maintaining law and order and ensuring the safety of civilians.

Political tensions are running high, and any misstep in 
your response could have far-reaching consequences for the 
entire Union Territory.

1.	 What are the key stakeholders involved in this case?

2.	 What will be your immediate course of action as the 
Superintendent of Police?

3.	 What will be your long-term strategy to address the 
resurgence of terrorist activities and maintain peace in 
the region?
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Introduction:
A terrorist attack on a bus carrying pilgrims in Reasi 

has resulted in the deaths of civilians, disrupting the region’s 
recent period of calm. The attack’s timing is critical, coinciding 
with the lead-up to the assembly elections, intensifying the 
already high political tensions.

As the Superintendent of Police, the urgent task is 
to provide immediate relief to the victims, formulating a 
comprehensive strategy to counteract the resurgence of 
terrorist activities, maintaining law and order, and ensuring 
the safety of civilians.
Body:
z	What are the key stakeholders involved in this case?

Stakeholders Role/Interest

Superintendent of Police R e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l a w 
enforcement, immediate 
relief measures, and devising 
a strategy to address terrorist 
activities while ensuring 
civilian safety.

Local Police Force Assisting in investigation, 
providing secur i ty,  and 
maintaining law and order.

Central Government Overseeing the security 
situation, providing support 
and resources, and ensuring 
the stability of the Union 
Territory.

State Government Collaborating with central 
authorities, managing the 
local administrative response, 
and ensuring the welfare of 
affected civilians.

Intelligence Agencies Gathering and analyzing 
informat ion  re lated  to 
terror i st  act iv i t ies  and 
potential threats.

Mil itary/Paramil i tary 
Forces

Providing additional security 
and support in counter-
terrorism operations.

Election Commission Ensur ing the upcoming 
assembly  e lect ions  are 
conducted safely and securely 
despite the heightened 
security concerns.

Pilgrims and Tourists Primary victims of the attack, 
requiring immediate support 
and protection.

Local Communities Ensuring their safety and 
addressing their concerns to 
prevent panic and maintain 
public order.

Media Report ing the incident, 
p r o v i d i n g  a c c u r a t e 
information to the public, and 
avoiding sensationalism that 
could incite further tensions.

Healthcare Services Providing medical assistance 
to the injured and support to 
affected families.

Religious Leaders Promoting peace and unity, 
and helping to calm any 
potential communal tensions 
resulting from the attack.

Transport Authorities Ensuring the security of public 
transport and managing 
the impact of the attack on 
transportation services.

What will be your immediate course of action as the 
Superintendent of Police?
z	Rapid Response and Rescue:

�	Mobilize all available resources, including the 
Local Police Units, medical teams, and additional 
security personnel.
�	Coordinate with medical facilities to provide 

immediate medical attention to the injured.
�	Secure the site of the attack and ensure the safety 

of any survivors or unharmed individuals.
�	Work with locals, forensic teams and NGOs to 

identify the deceased and begin notifying their 
families. Provide support and resources to 
grieving families.
�	Facilitate the transportation of the deceased 

with utmost dignity and respect.
z	Investigation and Intelligence Gathering:

�	Activate a dedicated team to initiate a thorough 
investigation into the attack.

�	Collect and preserve all available evidence from 
the crime scene.

�	Collaborate with intelligence agencies to gather 
information about the perpetrators and their 
potential motives.
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�	Analyze any available leads or clues that could 
help identify and apprehend the culprits.

�	Calling upon sketch artists to create portraits of 
the perpetrators and sharing them through social 
media.

z	Security Reinforcement and Counterterrorism 
Measures:
�	Enhance security measures in the nearby region, 

particularly in vulnerable areas and around places 
of worship or pilgrimage sites.
�	Deploy additional security personnel and 

conduct heightened surveillance and 
patrolling.

�	Coordinate with the Army and other security 
agencies to devise a comprehensive immediate 
counterterrorism strategy.

z	Public Communication and Confidence-Building:
�	Address the public through appropriate media 

channels, condemning the attack and expressing 
solidarity with the victims and their families.

�	Provide regular updates on the situation and the 
ongoing investigation to maintain transparency 
and build public trust.

�	Engage with community leaders, religious 
authorities, and influential figures to foster unity 
and discourage divisive narratives.

z	Coordination with Political Authorities:
�	Maintain close coordination with the district 

administration, the Lieutenant Governor’s office, 
and other relevant political authorities.

�	Provide regular briefings on the security situation 
and seek necessary support or resources.

�	Develop contingency plans for the upcoming 
assembly elections, ensuring the safety of 
candidates, polling stations, and the voting 
process.

z	Liaison with External Agencies and Jurisdictions:
�	Collaborate with central agencies and other state 

agencies to share intelligence and coordinate 
efforts against cross-border terrorism.

�	Seek assistance from specialized units or agencies, 
if required, for advanced forensic analysis or 
investigative support.

z	Post-Incident Review and Capacity Building:
�	Conduct a thorough post-incident review to 

identify any gaps or areas for improvement in the 
response.

�	Implement necessary reforms or capacity-
building measures to enhance preparedness and 
response capabilities.

�	Provide training and resources to strengthen the 
skills and resilience of the police force in dealing 
with such situations.

What will be your long-term strategy to address the 
resurgence of terrorist activities and maintain peace in the 
region?
z	Countering Radicalization through Education and Social 

Upliftment:
�	Revamping Education System: Collaborating with 

local schools to imbibe critical thinking and media 
literacy into the school curriculum to equip youth 
with tools to analyze information and identify 
extremist narratives.

�	Youth Development Programs: Creating 
employment and skill development opportunities 
for young people with the help of district 
administration, addressing poverty and 
hopelessness that can be exploited by extremist 
groups.

�	Promoting Social Media Literacy: Partnering with 
NGOs to develop educational campaigns on 
responsible online behavior and identifying 
extremist propaganda.

z	Community-Based Intelligence Gathering:
�	Empowering Communities: Developing a network 

of community informants by building trust and 
offering incentives for reporting suspicious 
activity.

�	Focus on Grievance Redressal: Establish a 
grievance redressal mechanism to address local 
concerns and prevent them from being exploited 
by terrorist groups.

�	Women’s Empowerment: Empower women as 
agents of peace by incorporating them into 
community policing initiatives and providing 
them with a platform to voice concerns.

z	Deradicalization and Rehabilitation Programs:
�	Develop Deradicalization Programs: Offer 

rehabilitation programs for local low-level 
offenders, focusing on ideological deconstruction 
and reintegration into society.

�	Counter-Narratives Campaign: Develop a strong 
counter-narrative campaign that promotes peace, 
tolerance, and the positive aspects of Reasi’s 
diverse culture.
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z	Technology and Innovation for Counterterrorism:
�	Invest in Cyber Security: Increase cyber security 

capabilities of local police to monitor online 
activity and identify potential threats before they 
escalate.

�	Utilize Big Data Analytics: Analyze data from 
various sources like social media and financial 
transactions to identify patterns and predict 
potential attacks.

�	Develop De-radicalization AI Tools: Explore the 
potential of using AI-powered tools to identify 
and counter online extremist propaganda more 
effectively.

z	Regional Cooperation and Information Sharing:
�	Strengthen Border Security: Working with 

neighboring states and the central government to 
strengthen border security and prevent cross-
border movement of terrorists and weapons.

�	Joint Counterterrorism Task Force: Establish a 
joint counterterrorism task force with neighboring 
states to share intelligence, coordinate 
operations, and dismantle terrorist networks.

Conclusion:

Combating the resurgence of terrorist activities and 
maintaining peace in the region, particularly in Reasi, requires 
an unwavering commitment and a multifaceted approach. 
Also, it is imperative to adopt a zero-tolerance policy towards 
terrorism, treating it as a severe threat to national security 
and human rights. Any form of terrorism must be condemned 
unequivocally, and perpetrators must face the full force of 
the law. At the same time, our response must uphold the 
principles of justice, human rights, and the rule of law.

In Chandrapur, the local administration faced a dilemma 
as the Shivaji Stadium, a beloved but deteriorating venue 
for local sports, neared collapse. Concurrently, the town’s 
economy was suffering from the closure of coal mines, leading 
to rising unemployment and the problem of migration. 
Serendipitously, two proposals landed on the District 
Collector’s desk. A company offered to build a shopping 
complex on the stadium land, promising jobs for thousands, 
while Sports Authority of India proposed transforming the 
stadium into a multi-sport training academy to preserve local 
sports culture and potentially gain national recognition.

Both proposals required the entire stadium land, 
sparking heated debates at town hall meetings. Former 

athletes, unemployed miners, and young sports enthusiasts 
weighed in, torn between economic stability and preserving 
their sporting heritage. As the District Collector, you have to 
navigate this situation.

1.	 What are the stakeholders involved in the decision-
making process for the future of Shivaji Stadium?

2.	 Discuss the potential socio-economic impacts of both 
decisions (tech park and sports complex) on Chandrapur.

3.	 What strategies can the District Collector employ to 
ensure sustainable long-term development and 
prosperity for Chandrapur?

Introduction:

Chandrapur faces a dual challenge: a deteriorating 
sports stadium and economic decline due to mine closures. 
The stadium is a local heritage, symbolizing the town’s sporting 
culture. While, the mine closures have led to unemployment 
and migration, threatening the town’s social fabric.

z	Two mutually exclusive proposals are in front of the 
District Collector: a shopping complex (economic 
revival) and a sports academy (cultural preservation).

Ethical Dilemma:

z	Economic Development vs. Cultural Preservation: Is it 
ethical to prioritize job creation over preserving a 
community’s cultural identity?

z	Short-term Gains vs. Long-term Benefits: Will 
immediate economic relief outweigh the long-term 
benefits of nurturing local talent and pride?

z	Public Interest vs. Private Profit: Is it right to use public 
land (the stadium) for private commercial gain, even if 
it creates jobs?

z	Equity and Access: Will the shopping complex benefit 
all, or mainly the affluent? Similarly, will the sports 
academy be accessible to all or favor the talented few?

What are the stakeholders involved in the decision-making 
process for the future of Shivaji Stadium?

Stakeholder Interests and Concerns

District Collector B a l a n c i n g  e c o n o m i c 
development with cultural 
and social needs.

C o m p a n y  ( S h o p p i n g 
Complex)

Ec o n o m i c  g ro w t h ,  j o b 
creation, and profitability 
from the new shopping 
complex.
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Sports Authority of India Preserving and promoting 
sports culture, providing 
training facilities, and gaining 
recognition.

Former Athletes Maintaining the stadium for 
sports, preserving heritage, 
and  prov id ing  t ra in ing 
facilities.

Unemployed Miners Seeking job opportunities and 
economic stability.

Young Sports Enthusiasts Having access to sports 
facilities and opportunities 
for sports development.

Local Businesses P o t e n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n 
business and income due to 
shopping complexes or sports 
academies.

Construction Workers/
Unions

Employment opportunities 
related to either construction 
project.

Residents General community welfare, 
potential job opportunities, 
and preserving local heritage.

Media Reporting on developments, 
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a n d 
influencing public perception.

Discuss the potential socio-economic impacts of both 
decisions (tech park and sports complex) on Chandrapur.

z	Potential Impacts of the Shopping Complex:

�	Socio-economic Benefits:

�	Job Creation: Thousands of jobs could 
alleviate unemployment and reduce 
migration.

�	Economic Stimulus: Increased commercial 
activity could attract more businesses and 
investments.

�	Urban Development: A modern complex 
could enhance the town’s infrastructure and 
appeal.

�	Socio-economic Drawbacks:

�	Loss of Cultural Identity: Demolishing the 
stadium erases a symbol of local pride and 
unity.

�	Unequal Benefits: Jobs might be low-paying, 
and profits may not significantly benefit 
locals.

�	Long-term Sustainability: If the complex 
fails, it could leave a larger economic void.

z	Potential Impacts of the Sports Academy:
�	Socio-economic Benefits:

�	Cultural Preservation: It safeguards local 
sports heritage and community pride.

�	Talent Development: It could produce 
national-level athletes, bringing recognition 
and inspiration.

�	Health and Social Cohesion: Sports promote 
physical health, discipline, and community 
bonding.

�	Indirect Economic Benefits: A successful 
academy could attract sports tourism, events, 
and related businesses.

�	Socio-economic Drawbacks:
�	Limited Direct Jobs: It may not create as 

many jobs as the shopping complex.
�	Delayed Economic Impact: Benefits like 

sports tourism and athlete success are long-
term and uncertain.

�	Funding Challenges: Maintaining a high-
quality academy requires sustained funding, 
which could strain local resources.

Given that the shopping complex could be built 
elsewhere without sacrificing heritage, while the stadium’s 
location holds significant cultural value, the ethical and 
practical scales tip towards preserving the stadium and 
endorsing the sports academy.
What strategies can the District Collector employ to ensure 
sustainable long-term development and prosperity for 
Chandrapur?
z	Green Energy Sports Complex: Transform the stadium 

into a carbon-neutral sports complex, powered by 
solar panels on its roof and wind turbines.
�	This eco-initiative could attract national attention, 

green-energy investments, and eco-tourism, 
positioning Chandrapur as a leader in sustainable 
development.

z	Encourage New Industries: Attracting new industries 
to reduce dependency on coal mining.
�	Focus on sectors such as manufacturing, 

technology, tourism, and agriculture-based 
industries.
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z	Chandrapur Sports Medicine & Wellness Valley: 
Leveraging the sports academy to attract sports 
medicine clinics, physiotherapy centers, and wellness 
retreats.
�	This creates healthcare jobs, attracts medical 

tourists, and positions Chandrapur as a holistic 
health destination, benefiting both athletes and 
the general population.

z	Virtual Mine Heritage Park: Use VR/AR technology to 
convert an old mine into a virtual museum showcasing 
Chandrapur’s mining history.
�	This unique attraction could draw tourists, 

provide jobs for ex-miners as guides, and 
preserve industrial heritage while promoting the 
transition to a post-mining economy.

z	Sports-Tech Synergy: Collaborating with tech 
companies to establish a “Sports-Tech Hub” around 
the rejuvenated stadium.
�	This hub would focus on sports-related technology 

(wearables, analytics, virtual training), attracting 
startups and creating high-skilled jobs while 
enhancing the sports academy.

Conclusion:

Given the long-term benefits of fostering local 
talent, preserving cultural heritage, and potential national 
recognition, transforming Shivaji Stadium into a multi-
sport training academy is the preferred choice. Economic 
stability can be pursued through alternative avenues without 
sacrificing Chandrapur’s rich sporting legacy.

nnn
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ESSAY

1.	 Success is not final, failure is not fatal: It is the courage to continue that counts.

2.	 Creativity is intelligence having fun.

3.	 Wisdom whispers in the winds of change, reminding us that growth springs from the fertile soil of adaptability.

4.	 Stars are born from the darkness they emerge from.

5.	 Every problem is a gift—without problems we would not grow.

6.	 No great mind has ever existed without a touch of madness.

7.	 The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and 
relearn.

8.	 We shape our tools, and thereafter our tools shape us.

9.	 We are simultaneously the observer and the observed, caught in a recursive loop of self-perception that defines our 
reality.

10.	 Consciousness is both the canvas and the brush, painting realities that collapse and expand with each thought.

nnn


